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PREFACE 


At the Durgapur Session of the All India Congress 
Commiltee, some Congress leaders, in their usual anti- 
Communist outpourings, demanded that the recently 
passed Criminal Law Amendment Act be used to strike 
down the Communists and in effect, attack the demo- 
cratic movement. It is understandable that the West 
Bengal Congress chieftain Shri Atulya Ghosh should 
have been in the forefront of this Durgapur tough-talk. 

No one need be surprised at this hate and fury against 
the Communist Party on the part of Shri Atulya Ghosh 
and others. The heroic patriotic demonstration of the 
people of West Bengal just a little distance away from 
the A.LC.C. venue against the Silchar blood-bath by the 
Congress rulers must have further ruffled their anti- 
Communist tempers. 

However, Durgapur provided another proof of the 
utter bad faith of the Congress leaders. They need the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act to harass and attack the 
Communist Party and the democratic mass movement. 

The speeches in Parliament on this Bill earlier by some 
members of the ruling party and the professional anti- 
Communists like the gentlemen of the P.S.P., Jan Sangh 
and the Swatantra Parly and now (the Durgapur perfor- 
mance, with the Union Home Minister Shri Lal Bahadur 
Shastri, joining in that tedious anti-Communist chorus, 
would leave no room for doubt about the reasons for 
(their great enthusiasm for this extra-ordinary Piece of 
legislation. It may be mentioned here that this mea- 
sure has been welcomed in the imperialist circles abroad. 
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sun-vunning and other nefarious activities, undermining 
mene Posilion and its foreign policy. Some of the mis- 
were exposed in Parliament from Patterson's own 
confessions. 
in the Meerut and Delhi National Council Resolutions 
of our Party. our stand on the India-China border ques- 
tion A been made well-known to the whole country, 
We Communists unequivocally stand for the territorial 
integrity of our country and we are second to none in 
nang it. But then we are aware that this cannot 
3 those who hate the Cormmunists more than they 
ve their country or those who want to, as Shri Jai 
‘ash Narain has said, “make into a football to be 
with this border issue. 
y the tragic India-China border question is 
icalty expioited by the Congress and the patho- 
ily anti-Communists in the P.S.P. and the forces of 
vighi reaction lixe the Jan Sangh and Swatantra Party 
for furthering their narrow partisan ends brings no cre- 
dit to our public life. Let alone the elections, the border 
issie is dragged in and utilised to disruft and attack 
penular mass agitations and mass actions like the Central 
Government Employees’ Strike, movement for food, 
land and better wages, or against high prices and high 
taxes. This should make the game plain enough for all 
to see through. 
Despicable methods were adopted by some Congress 
Jinislers in order to prepare the background and the 
situation for the introduction of the bill in Parliament, 
A few questions on the alleged anti-Communist stand and 
activities of Communists in the border area were posed an 
the Parliament by professional anti-Communists and 
others and replies were given by Minislers including the 
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Although the Criminal Law Amendment Bill was 
sponsored in the name of protecting the terrilorial inte- 
- of the cour ifs actual provisions, however, go 
far beyond. Th arm the Executive and Police 
ive, arbilrary powers to suppress legitimate 
and other forms of democralic activities of 
the working people in certain areas. They enable the 
Government and its officers including petty police officers 
xe fundamental rights and liberties of 
the people and the Press and intimidale them. The evil 
design of the Congress rulers and the right-wing is 
sought to be di sed and carried out with the help of 
this measure. 

Tt will be noted that of all people Shri Atulya Ghosh, 
about whose persona! and political integrity the less said 
the belter, waxed ecoloquent at Durgapur on the integri- 
ty of our border and indulged in totally baseless 
fabricalions against the Communist Party. Every word 
he uttered against our Party’s aclivities in the border 
areas or in the other parts of the State was a blatant lie 
and he knew that he was lying. By such provocations 
and lies, Shri Atulya Ghosh and his friends perhaps want 
to divert people’s attention from their crimes in West 
Bengal. And we will no doubt see more of this crude 
stunt as the General Election comes nearer. 

Since 1951 for a whole period of nine years, George 
N. Patterson and other imperialist agents were carry- 
ing on, on Patterson's own admission, espionage and 
other subversive activities in the Kalimpong border area 
without any let or hindrance. The Congress leaders of 
West Bengal and their High Command had nothing to 
say or worry about. In fact, the Central Government 
slept when Patterson helped to organise Tibetan rebelé, 
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Although the Criminal Law Amendment Bill was 
‘ored in the name of protecling the territorial inte. 

+ ils actual provisions, however, go 
arm the Exccutive and Police 
with excessive. arbitrary powers to suppress legitimate 
trade union and other forms of democratic activities of 
the working people in certain areas. They enable the 
Government and its officers including petty police officers 
to assail. at will, Uie fundamental rights and liberties of 
the people and the Press and intimidate them. The evil 
design of the Congress rulers and the right-wing is 
sought to be disguised and carried out with the help of 
this measure. 

It wilt be noted that of ail people Shri Atulya Ghosh, 
about whose personal and political integrily the less said 
the better, waxed eoloquent at Durgapur on the integri- 
ty of our borde: and indulged in totally baseless 
fabrications against the Communist Party. Every word 
he uttered against our Party’s activities in the border 
areas or in the other parts of the State was a blatant lie 
and he knew that he was lying. By such provocations 
and lies, Shri Atulya Ghosh and his friends perhaps want 
to divert people's attention from their crimes in West 
Bengal. And we will no doubl see more of this crude 
stunt as the General Election comes nearer. 

Since 1951 for a whole period of nine years, George 
N. Patterson and other imperialist agents were carry- 
ing on, on Patterson’s own admission, espionage and 
other subversive activities in the Kalimpong border area 
without any let or hindrance. The Congress leaders of 
West Bengal and their High Command had nothing to 
say or worry about. In fact, the Central Goyernment 
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propaganda to the contrary was designed lo bring the 
CPI into disrepute; that China has granted regional 
ny to the minority communities and she was 
ng her borders to meet likely aggression by America 
ugh Indisn territory; (laughter) that China would 
help India in the event of an attack on India by Pakistan.” 
Giving ancther instance, Mr. Nehru said: “At a sec- 
ret meeiing of C.P.1. members heid in Garhwal on April 
!960 Mr, Krishna Bhatt endorsed the claim of 
+ certain parts of India and said that there were 
ages near Joskimath in Chamoli District—Chany- 
Thanvce—the names of which clearly indicated 
s were under Chinese occupation at one 


e 
Chin: claim he 
luated across the Mcmahon Line in India. 
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION IN THE WEST BENG. 

GISLATIVE ASSEMBLY—TABLED BY THE 

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, SHRI JYOTI 
BASU—22ND NOV., 1960 


i i : Sir, 1 had given nolice 
Shri Jyoti Basu: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

of a1 adjournment motion but you have been Pieenst 
refuse consent and since you have given no reason for 
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PRIME MINISTER SHRI NEHRU’S STATEMENT 
IN LOK SABHA (21ST NOV. 1960) ON THE 
ALLEGED ANTI-STATE ACTIVITIES OF THE 
COMMUNISTS IN THE BORDER AREAS 


( From “The Statesaen”—22nd November, 1960 ) 


An adjournment motion on the Indian Communist 
Party’s anti-national activities in the border areas again 
brought the border dispute into discussion. 

Mr. Nehru enlarged on a “Statesman” report—on 
which the adjournment motion was based—and gave 
further details. 

It was true, Mr. Nehru explained, that Indian Com- 
munists were conducting anti-nationa! propaganda— 
although on “a less public scale” than before. The 
States were, however, alive to the situation in the new 
border districts as also in Kalimpong. 

This brought Mr. Hiren Mukherjee (Com.) to his feet. 
He said it was unfair to make general allegations against 
his party since “we ourselves want to know who is con- 
ducting treasonable propaganda.” “We are here to 
answer charges,” he declared. 

Mr. Nehru thereupon gave three instances—naming 
three members of the Communist Parly including a West 
Bengal M.L.A—to prove his point. 

Stating that he would give one or {wo instances 
“rather reluctantly,” Mr. Nehru said that he did not 
want to make it a precedent. 

“At the district Executive Committee meeting of the 
C.P.L held on October 8 at Darjeeling,” Mr. Nehru said, 
“Mr. S. N. Majumdar, M.L.A., urged C.P.I. workers 10 
conduct propaganda on the Sino-Indian border issue on 
the lines that China would never attack India, and any 


Therefore I thought it was a matter of urgent public 
importance, 

Mr. Speaker: I have considered every bit of the as- 
pect. You know the reasons. It is a long note. If you 
want, Secretary will show you the file. 

Shri Jyoli Basu: It is very important that we should 
know the reasons because the Speaker of the Lok Sabha 
says it is urgenl and yow Sir, in your wisdom think it 
is not important and you have rejected it. 

Mr. Speaker: Please Mr. Basu, you know the reasons. 

Shri Jyoti Basu: I would like to know, afler I have 
finished’ reading my motion, as to what is the reason, 
because the Lok Sabha Speaker talk about “treasonable 
activities.” We would like to know everything. If we 
are to be put on the dock, Jet us be put on the deck, but 
we would like to know from the members of the Cong- 
ress benches and specially the Ministers as lo what 
these activities are and we claim this statement of the 
Prime Minister lo be absolutely untrue and unfounded 
and it is unfortunate that a person like Pandit Nehru 
makes such a statement. 

Now I read the adjournment motion. “The proceedings 
of the Assembly do now adiourn lo discuss a matler of 
urgent public importance and of recent occurence, name-. 
ly, the grave stalement of the Prime Minister in the Lok 
Sabha on 21st November, 1960, (1) with particular refe- 
rence to the alleged anti-Indian activities of alleged 
Communists in the India-China border areas including 
Kalimpong, and (2) with reference to the alleged speech 
of Shri Satyendra Narayan Mazumdar, M.L-A,, in an 
executive meeting of the Darjeeling District Council of 
the Communist Party of India sent to the Prime Minister 
by the secret police of West Bengal.” 
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your refusal, I would just draw your altention to one 
particular aspect of this matter. I do not know whether 
it has been brought lo your notice by anybody. 

Mr. Speaker: Everybody has read it in the news- 
papers. 

Shri Jyoti Basi: I do not know whether you have 
seen this because having read this particular paragraph 
I gave nolice of the adjournment motion, otherwise I 
would not have given notice of the motion. I read 
it from one of the papers. “The Speaker said”—the 
Speaker means the Speaker of the Lok Sabha—“that the 
adjournment motion raised a serious question since no 
political party could work against the country’s interests. 
He would have allowed the adjournment motion, he added, 
but for the fact thal the question would come for discus- 
sion in tomorrow's foreign affairs debate.” That is, 
today a debate is being held on foreign aflairs. There- 
fore the Speaker thought that he could not allow the 
adjournment motion and therefore I thought that since 
the Prime Minister has raised a question with regard to 
anti-Indian activities in West Bengal and also he has 
referred to a member of the West Bengal Legislative 
Assembly, Shri Satyendra Narayan Mazumdar, and his 
alleged speech in some secret meeting of the Communist 
Party, it was a matter not only for the Communist Parly 
but it is also a matter for the enlire country. We are 
interested as much as anybody else as to what these ac- 
tivities are and as to what the Government is doing in 
Kalimpong and elsewhere. We would like everything 
to be put on the table. Why this surreptitious attitude? 
Untrue statements are being made by the Prime Minis- 
ter of India. It is extremely unfortunate that such 
things have happened. Have you considered this aspect? 


charges against the Communist Parly and Shri Satyendra 
Narayan Mazumdar. 


SHRI SATYENDRA NARAYAN MAZUMDAR'S 
STATEMENT IN THE ASSEMBLY 


(West Bengal Legislative Proceedings dated 
22nd November, 1960) 


Shri Salyendra Narayan Mazumdar: Sir, first of all 
IT wanl lo say that the statement made by the Prime 
Minister is not only based upon false police report, it Is 
unprecedented as well. Because I know that, such pro- 
cedure particularly, is nol followed in lhe Lok Sabha. In 
the Lok Sabha no reference is made about a person who 
is not present there and who ‘has no opportunity to pul 
his own case. Even any reference about Government 
officers is objected to by the Prime Minisler himself. 
Therefore I say that the reference about a person who 
is not present and who has no oportunity lo put his own 
case is an unprecedented event. Scconldy, the speech 
referred to by him is not the speech of a public meeting. 
He has said, that I made the speech in a meeting of the 
District Executive Committee. How could he get the 
report of the District Executive Committee meeting which 
is composed of District Execulive Committee members ? 
It has been sent either by the State Government Police 
or by the Central Intelligence Police. I want to state 
that no such matter was discussed in the meeting of the 
District Executive Committee. My personal view on the 
border dispute is well known. The main point of the 
resolution adopled at the meeting of the National Coun- 
cil of our Party held at Meerut is that, we want peace- 
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This is my molion, this is how it reads. Now, I would 
like to know from you how is it that you have not given 
your consent. I again claim that the Prime Minister on 
police report, a thing unheard of in the annals of parlia- 
mentary history—makes a statement in the Parliament 
against a party. 

Mr. Speaker: Mr. Basu, I request you to take your 
seat. 

Shri Jyoti Basu: Mr. Speaker, I do not want to make 
a speech. I want to know your reasons. 

Shri Ananda Gopal Mukhopadhyay: Sir. this cannot 
be allowed. 

Shri Jyoti Basu: Mr. Speaker. supposing al these 
charges are correct—my friends there are agitated—sup- 
posing all these charges are correct against the members 
of the Communist Partly, as Mr. Nehru says, then is it not 
the job of even the Communist Party of India to know? 
Therefore. let them answer. I want the Congress Minis- 
ters to give an answer. Those Congress Minsters who 
have sent the said police report are answerable about 
these charges. 

Mr. Speaker: I may tell you that among other 
reasons, this is a matter which ought to be ventilated in 
the Central Parliament. (Shri Jyoti Basu: Why?) 7 
tell vou that this is my decision. This is not a matter 
over which we can have jurisdiction. Indo-China border 
dispute is a Central subject. 

So far as the speech is concerned, I take it as a pri- 
vate speech. So, I have disallowed it. 

Shri Jyoti Basu: Kalimpong has been mentioned. 
It is within West Bengal, and therefore, it is within our 
jurisdiction. 

The Speaker did not give permission to discuss the 
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a manner which is, or is likely to be prejudicial to the 
interests of the safety or security of India, shall be 
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to three years. or wilh fine, or with both. 

, 3. “(Q If the Central Government considers that 
in the interests of the safely or security of India or in 
the public inlerest, it is necessary or expedient so to do, 
il may, by notification in the Official Gazette, declare 
any area adjoining the frontiers of India to be a notified 
area; and thereupon, for so long as the notification is 
in force, such area shall be notified area for the purposes 
of this Section. 

(2) “Whoever makes, publishes or circulates in any 
nolified area any stalement, rumour or report which is, 
or is likely to be prejudicial to the maintenance of 
public order or essential supplies or services in the said 
area lo the interests of the safety or security of India, 
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to three years or wilh fine, or with both. 

(3) “On and after such day as may be specified in, 
and subject to any exemptions for which provision may 
be made by, a notification jssued under Sub-Section (1), 
no person who was nol immediately before the said day 
resident in the area declared to be a notified area by the 
nolification shall enter or allempt to enter that area or 
be therein except in accordance with the terms of @ 
permit in writing granted to him by @ person, not below 
the rank of a magistrate of the first class, specified in the 
said notification. 

(4) “Any Police Officer, not below the rank of Sub- 
Inspector of Police, may search any person enlering oF 
attempting to enter, or being in, or leaving, a notified 
area and any vehicle, vessel, animal or article brought 
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ful settlement of the Sino-Indian border dispute. This 
is what I have stated in various places; I have stated 
that in various meetings. Last year. on the floor of this 
Assembly 1 stated that in my speech on the same sub- 
ject. And even now we follow Lhe same policy. We do 
nol say one thing inside the Party and another thing 
outside. We speak on the basis of our Party policy. 
Therefore I am compelled lo say that what has been stated 
by Pandit Nehru is not at al! true. And his conduct 
also is not proper. Because, any person can be insulted 
by throwing any remark against him on the basis of 
police report. This is something unprecedented. That 
is why I want to say, I want lo ask the Chief Minister 
and the Police Minister: —Who have sent this police 
Yeport? If this is so then any remark can be made 
against any person of any parly and that will be circu- 
lated throughout India and throughout the world with- 
out any chance of protest. 

Sir, I am grateful lo you for giving me an opportu- 
nity to present my case. But not all persons of all 
places have that opportunity. Everywhere we make 
Speeches on the basis of the Meerut resolution of our 
Party. We educate our Party members on the basis of 
our Party policy. Therefore I condemn the statement 
of the Prime Minister made on the basis of the police 
report. 

THE MAIN PROVISIONS OF THE CRIMINAL LAW 
AMENDMENT BILL, 1961. 
( As passed by Lok Sabha on 24th April, 1961 ) 

2. “Whoever by words either spoken or written, or 
by signs, or by visible representation for otherwise, 
questions the territorial integrity or frontiers of India in 
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INDRAJIT GUPTA’S SPEECH ON BORDER BILL 
IN THE 1.OK SABHA 


New Delhi. April, 25: Followiny 
Indrajil Gupta’s speech in Lok Sabha ag Boal 2a: 
curing the eels on the Bill supplementing the eriminal 

0 punish anyb: i itori: 

integrilg ot aie oe who questions the territorial 

“I rise lo oppose this Bill on 
This Bill, in our opinion, is linficuaceiry abatinetea fee 
and is liable to the most dangerous misuse. Therefore, 
we oppose it. e 

“I agree with my Hon. friend, Shri 
Shri Dalar should have been more frank and Ken inary 
if I may say so, when introducing this Bill, to speak out 
openly and say what he had in mind. He accused a 
certain party, that is to say, without naming it, and he 
did indulge in what he himself has called insidious pro- 
paganda against that party. He regaled us with a lot 
of so-called extracts from speeches or writings or slo- 
gans, as he called them. But for some peculiar reason, 
he did not have the courage and the frankness to say 
openly what was in his mind. Therefore, I am thank~ 
ful to my hon. friend, Shri Goray, for filling up thal gap; 
the vacuum left by Shri Datar. has been very ably filled 
up. That was what we had expected; we were not ex- 
pecting anything more or less than that, because Shri 
Goray has made it quite clear—he said so in his speech, 
if I am not mistalken—that there is no use of arguing 
with these people. 

“Shri Yadav Narayan Yadav (Malegaon) : We have’ 


got the conviction. 
“Shri Indrajil Gupta: This sort of thing will not do 
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in by such person, and may, for the purpose of the search, 
detain such person, vehicle, vessel, animal or article : 

“Provided that no woman shall be searched in pur- 
suance of this Sub-Section except by a woman authori- 
sed in this behalf by the Police Officer. 

(5) “If any person is in a notified area in contraven- 
tion of the provisions of Sub-Section (3), then, without 
prejudice to any other proceedings which may be taken 
against him, he may be removed therefrom by or under 
the direction of any Police Officer on duty in the noti- 
fied area. not below the rank of Sub-Inspector of Police. 

(6) “If any person enters or attempls to enter a 
notified area or is there in contravention of any of the 
provisions of Sub-Seclion (3), he shall be punishable 
with imprisoment for a lerm which may extend lo one 
year, or with fine, or with both. 

4. (1) “Where any newspaper or book as defined 
in the Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, or any 
other document, wherever printed, appears to the State 
Government lo contain any matler the publication of 
which is punishable under Section 2 or Sub-Section (2) 
of Section 3, the State Government may, by notification 
in the Official Gazette, staling the grounds of its opinion, 
declare every copy of the issue of the newspaper contain- 
ing such matter and every copy of such book or other 
document to be forfeited to the Government, and there- 
upon any Police Officer may seize the same wherever 
found and any magistrate may by warrant authorise any 
Police Officer not below the rank of Sub-Inspector to 
enter upon and search for the same in any premises 
where any copy of such issue or any copy of such book 
or other document may be or may be reasonably sus- 
pected to be.” 
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members are bound by the resolution which our Party hag 
adopted on this question only last February. That was 
the reason why we did not repeat this whole thing all 
over again in Vijayawada, which seems to be a secret 
mystery to Shri Goray. Only towards the end of 
February, our National Council met in Delhi and adop- 
ted the resolution on Indo-China dispute which resolu- 
tion has been published and is before all India. Surely, 
Government is aware of it. What does this resolution 
say? This resolution says: 


“The Communist Party of India has already 
<leclared in its Meerut resolution that it upholds the 
traditional borders in the Western Sector and the 
McMahon Line as the de facto boundary in the 
Eastern Sector.” 


“Now I do not know, how, by any stretch of imagina- 
tion, this stand can be interpreted 1o mean a questioning 
of the territorial integrity or frontiers of India. If the 
question is raised regarding the traditional borders of 
the Western Sector, well, we are not alone. We are in 
good company, I think, in that matler because if the 
matter had been seltled, once and for all and for good, 
we would have been very happy. The fact remains that 
it was not being settled and that is precisely why the 
Government itself has gone to the trouble of entering 
into this protracted and prolonged negotiation with the 
official team of the Chinese Government. Where has 
this thing of 600 pages come from? Why was it neces- 
sary for ow Government, if it was convinced in its own 
mind thal there was nothing to discuss and no scope for 
any different interpretation and no scope for any, cone 
flicting data, to send a team to enter into negotiations? 
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any good and it is not adequate. Listening to him, I 
felt that like the Minister of Stale he also left a little 
bit unsaid, which he may say on some future occasion. 
But, he should also have been a little frank because the 
method of his argument was that the Minister should 
have made the demand quite clearly and that instead 
of a limited Bill like this being brought forward, the 
Communist Party should be banned, because you cannot 
argue with these people. 

“Mr. Speaker: Is that the only alternative? 

“Shri Indrajit Gupta: I do not know. That is what 
he meant. He was giving out his difficulty and the legi- 
timale grouse he has against Government is that Govern- 
ment, while bringing jn this Bill, while carrying on this 
Propaganda against the Communist Party when they 
introduced the Bill, did not have the courage to say that 
these are the people against whom they mean lo use 
it, I want a clear assurance on this, a commitment on 
the floor of this House that the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons given here is really meant, as far as the 
Government is concerned, to take action against the 
Communist Party. The questioning of the territorial 
integrity or frontiers of India has been cited here as the 
main reason for bringing forward this Bill. Those who 
May question the territorial integrity or fronliers of 
India in a manner prejudicial to the safely and securily 
of the country are the people against whom it is prima- 
rily meant to be used. 

“Shri Goray, of course, went off at a bit of a tan- 
gent, in my opinion. His point was that some people, 
Communists they say, are flouting the territorial integrily 
of the country. I want to make it clear that as far as 
my Party is concerned, we are bound and all our 
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paketit ep at 
exaclly where the Gov Lenni eat ag pea zecalt 
Gikeswiehikecca ernment slands in this matter. 
i e jay be a boomerang effect. What is 

wrong in saying that Tibet is part of China? I say it 
te ace on the floor of House; it is something which 
ime Minister has said too, repeatedly. But Lhis is 
trotled out here as one of the arguments for these powers. 
All these years we have had troubles with Pakistan, I 
think Many more border incidents have laken place; 
there have been exchange of fires and shootings of people 
and people have moved and have been killed across 
Pakistan border. We have more of these things with 
Pakistan than with China. We have seen some reports 
about Pakistani spies and espionage. But never in all 
these years did we hear that because of these things it 
was necessary to have this kind of Draconian power. 
You have got a whole armoury of laws. You have got the 
Preventive Detention Act and the Criminal Procedure 
Code and Sea Customs Act and this and that and all kinds 
of things. What is the necessily for this? Have we not 
gel enough powers which we can use if it is necessary? 
“[t seems to us that the Minister sought to make a 
great joke out of this and said that some people felt that 
it had got political motives, with the 1962 elections in 
view. I submit that this is not a joke at all. The only 
purpose of this Bill is a political purpose; it has got a 
political purpose to create some sort of a hysteria and 
panic, After all, the old spectre of Communism which 
Karl Marx wote about in the opening pages of the Com- 
munist Manifesto has not been laid to rest. He wrote, 
“A spectre is haunting Europe; the spectre of Commu- 
nism.” But since then many years have gone by and 
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Why was it necessary to record all this huge mass of 
evidence and issue the thing? 

“The point is this: The only difference that I can 
comprehend is once this dala has come before us, what 
is the course to be followed now ? My Party has repea- 
tedly said and has said again in its Jatest resolution that 
we stand for negotiated peaceful settlement at all costs, 
because the alternative is something which we are not 
prepared to advocate or countenance. Shri Goray feels 
that having said that the mass of evidence produced by 
our officials had made out a very good case and a strong 
case, it is enough. After that, what does he want us to 
say? Should we refuse to have further talks? I do not 
know. But my Party says that afler these have taken. 
place and after this huge compendium of facts and evi- 
dence has come to light, the only way of settlement is 
through further negotiation, if necessary, at higher poli- 
tical and top level. If, for that we are called traitors or 
treacherous, or that we are questioning the integrity of 
the country, those who want to indulge in that kind of 
accusation will continue to do thal, whatever we may 
do. We are not bothered about that. 

“] feel that this Bill is totally uncalled for. This is 
a type of an emergency legislation which, I think, very 
few countries in the world would undertake even in 
times of war. Are we at war? I do not-know. 

“Then, the Hon. Minisler mentioned some slogans 
and said that these slogans were uttered in these areas. 
One of the slogans he mentioned was that somebody 
was going about and saying that Tibet was part of 
China, Is that a treacherous slogan? I do not know. 
That is the policy of the Government of India. Has it 
recognised Tibet as part of China or not? We should be 
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have seen it in other pieces of legislation. When the 
Preventive Detention Act was first brought in, then also 
we were given assurances. But these phrases were there. 
“Essential lo the maintenance of public order or essen- 
lial supplies.” Consistently after that we have found 
that these powers are misused and used only in order 
to suppress polilical opposition, particularly parties which 
are working amongst workers and peasants and so on. 

“Therefore I feel that behind a certain political smoke- 
screen which has been created, there is an attempt to 
cloud the issues. But after all, the normal man in the 
country will read only what is written in the news- 
papers Lomorrow. He has not gol the opportunily to 
sift all the evidence and go into these things. Behind a 
certain political smokescreen which has been created, 
Government is conveniently taking upon itself certain 
Draconian powers, which will be exercised in practice by 
lhe police, the local officials and the magistracy, and 
which I am sure in future may be used not only against 
the Communist sinners. Of course, it may be used a 
little more against us, but also against some olher 
friends here. They should not be so joyful about it. 

“An Hon'ble Member: They are not frightened. 

“Shri Indrajit Gupta: Don’t be frightened; be brave. 

“Shri Goray: We are not likely to be anti-national 
at any lime. : 

“Shri Indrajit Gupta: Shri Narayan Dutt Tewari, 
Deputy Minister of.......- 

“An Hon’ble Member: Deputy Minister? 

“Shri Indrajit Gupta: I hope sometime in fulure he 
may become Deputy Minisler. Shri Tewari, Deputy 
Leader of the P.SP. in the U. P. Vidhan Sabha, after a 
tour of Pithoragarh, Chamoli and Uttarkashi said that; 
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history knows many instances of that spectre of Com- 
munism still continuing to haunt lhe minds of many 
men here.... 

“Shri Khadilkar (Ahmednagar): Can you compare 
Indian conditions with Lhe conditions which Marx has 
referred to? 

“Shri Indrajit Gupta: I am not going to digress into 
historical research now. 

“Therefore, in conclusion, I submit that the Bill is 
totally uncalled for. My own feeling is—I regret it very 
much—that the Government has allowed itself to be pre- 
ssurised by some of my friends sitting here and also out- 
side in this country. They have been encouraged to 
whip up a certain campaign of hysteria. These are not 
enough to satisfy Shri Goray yet; he wants something 
more; he wants to go further. I think by bringing this 
Bill, the Government has taken a substantial step towards 
falling into the trap of those people who want to create 
some sort of a war psychosis and do not want a settle- 
ment with China on this issue. Therefore, the Com- 
munist Party of India is being made the scapegoat for 
this. I submit that the powers which Government 
already have, they are taking under Clause 3(2). Let 
me read it: 

“(2) Whoever makes, publishes or circulates in 
any nolified area any statement, rumour or report 
which is or is likely to be, prejudicial to the main- 
tenance of public order or essential supplies or 
services in the said area or to the interests of the 
safely or security of India shall be punishable. .” etc. 
“This is a very omnibus clause. This may have nothing 

to do with the border or with territorial integrity or 
safety of the border. It is a very familiar phrase; we 
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“In conclusion, I would say that as far as the insinua- 
tions and various types of charges made against my 
Party in this House are concerned, I most emphatically 
refule them. We consider them to be contemptible accu- 
sations made against us without any kind of proof or 
evidence. We do not consider ourselves any less patrio- 
tic or nationalist than anybody else. That is how I 
came here. I have come from Caleutta city, where the 
people are certainly not illiterate and not incapable of 
understanding anything and not lacking in national con- 
sciousness. My election took place at a lime when the 
anti-China and anti-Communist campaign was at ils 
height. That was the sole issue in the campaign made 
against me, Even Shri Goray visited Calcutta and con- 
tributed lo that 

“Shri Goray: I am sorry for the voters. 

“Shri Indrajil Gupta: But unfortunately I am here. 
You may be sory for the voters, bul they will survive 
your sorrow. 

“On behalf of my Party, I oppose this Bill as being 
uncalled for, unwarranted, unnecessary and liable to 
gross misuse by the party in power.” 


“Internal factors which caused discontent in the 
area largely owed from the disappointment of the 
people whose expectations had not been fulfilled after 
the creation of the border districls. Official propa- 
ganda which accompanied the formation of these 
districts had raised hopes of a considerable improve- 
ment in their living condilions. Though officers had 
been posted in the new districts. their offices had not 
Started functioning.” 

“The point is: in those areas, the people living there 
who are poverty-stricken, illilerate. ete. have got cer- 
tain legitimate grievances and certainly it is the duty 
and constitutional right of anybody or any party to go 
and to help to secure redress of their grievances. But I 
am sure in that case, legitimate trade union activities or 
anything of that type will be sought to be suppressed by 
conveniently dubbing that as something which is against 
the security and safety of the country under the powers 
taken under this Bill. 

“What is the guarantee against misuse of these 
powers? There is no guarantee, because police reports 
are still considered in this country to be the last word 
on the question. I have been in preventive detention 
four times and you should know that each time it was 
found later on that the grounds on which I was detained 
were invalid or mala fide. They were based entirely on 
police reports : 

“On such and such a data you said such and such 
things in such and such meeting.” There was no meet- 
ing and I was not present nor I did address that meet- 
ing. But such things go on happening. The same thing 
will be repeated again. What is the guarantee that it 
will not be? 
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but a baby handed to him to be nursed and reared. I am 
sorry for Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri. He might have 
been given a betler assignment when he came to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. This Bill has a different pur- 
pose. The intention of this Bill is entirely different. And 
I make bold to say that it is irresponsible, dishonest, and 
cowardly, I say irresponsible because extraordinary 
powers are being given to the executive and to the police 
officers to play fast and loose with the liberties and 
tights of the people. In fact, we know that it will be 
grossly abused. We have had the experience of many 
such measures. Therefore, the hon. members who may 
think that it is not so bad, will bear it in mind thal it is 
liable to be grossly abused. Even if you assume that 
there are certain things which can be justified in it, I 
do not assume it, because the measure will be adminis- 
tered not by the hon. members of the House, nor even 
by Shri Datar, but will be administered by the Superin- 
tendents of Police, by the Police Inspectors and Sub- 
Inspectors and by the C.I.D. men who did not know how 
to present a report about the Assam riots and kept the 
Government absolutely in the dark. It is dishonest 
because the real motive of the Bill is clothed, is disgui- 
sed. The reai motive of the Bill is to indulge in political 
persecution of certain section of democratic public 
opinion in the country. Since he did not name anybody, 
I need not name anybody here either. This is the inten- 
lion of the Bill. 

Another intention of the Bill is to intimidate certain 
sections of the people and to give concession lo certain 
other sections of the people. I call it cowardly because 
this is a concession to the rightist elements in the coun- 
try who have been clamouring for some kind of action 
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EXTRACTS FROM BHUPESH GUPTA'S SPEECH 
IN THE RAJYA SABHA ON CRIMINAL LAW 
AMENDMENT BILL 


(Rajya Sabha Proceedings, dated 2nd & 3rd May, 1961) 


Bhupesh Gupta: Mr. Depuly Chairman. I rise to 
oppose this Bill, because I think it is who!ly unwarranted 
by facls and unjustified by moral considerations to-day. 
We have heard the speech of the Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. Towards the end of his 
speech he was saying so many things as if everything is 
relevant to the provisions of the Bill or comes within 
the mischief of this measure. But then the Minister of 
State in the Ministry of Home Affairs is a gallant per- 
son and he has to do a bit of fighting here. Right at the 
outset I wish to say that we are not discussing this thing 
in a border. Nor you, Sir, are a border guard. There- 
fore, let us discuss it somewhat dispassionately, objec- 
tively and on merits. 

Now, Sir, at the outset I should make a few things 
clear. I can well understand genuine patriotic concern 
for the territorial integrity of our country and I fully 
share that concern. Now, this is not the issue at all. As I 
proceed I shall show how this Bill has something else in 
mind. And the Bill is so worded that it does not say all 
these things, I believe, but even so, the Home Minister 
in another place had to say that this was an extraordinary 
measure containing certain harsh provisions. I like 
Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri, because he believed in plain 
speaking. And in that matter he spoke plainly, although 
he sought to justify his measure. It is not his baby, 
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to better development in political life but ieads to 
serious bad development and to the strengthening and 
emboldening of the forces of reaction. I am sorry that 
the Congress Party should have done this thing. 

But then, 1 know that many members perhaps in this 
House will be supporting this measure. I do not put 
them in the same category. Among them there are 
people who are professional anti-Communists. They 
cannot go to bed without running down the Communists, 
The dream of their dreams is how to hit the Communist 
Party. Anti-Communism is their article of faith. But 
there are others who are right minded people, who 
vightly support the foreign Policy of the Government, 
who may be upset by the developments thal have taken 
Place in the border but who stand for decencies in pub- 
lic life and the sland of the Prime Minister for the solu- 
lion of the problem peacefully. To these people I can 
say that they have been somewhat misled. They are 
not misled. they are very eminent and inlelligent people. 
They have permitted themselves to be carried away by 
the passions of the moment by the prejudices of the mo- 
ment or certain wrong presupposilions. Some of them 
do not even have prejudices. I do not call them anti- 
Communist. I am sorry that today a situation has 
arisen when the foreign policy of the Government is 
assailed and attacked outside by the forces of Right re- 
action—and that voice will soon be hard in this House— 
and that those who support foreign policy of the Govern- 
ment should have permitted themselves to be so divided 
in a situation like this. The Government is helping that 
process, Sir, you might say, what is after all the Com- 
munist Party? Well, if the Communist Party were net 
a force, then you would not have been talking ail these 
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against the Communist party and other forces like the 
Communist Party, with a view to disrupting and divi- 
ding the broad democratic movement in the country. 
This is a concession, and the Hon. Minister was right in 
saying lhat some people in either House demanded it. I 
counted them from the Proceedings of both the Houses. 
You can count them on your finger. A few people have 
demanded it. And if you go into the names of those 
persons. you will find that most of them belong to those 
sections of public life which assail the foreign policy of 
the Government of India, castigate the Prime Minister 
for having adopted this foreign policy and seex to dis- 
credit the foreign policy of the country. Such are the 
people, the rightist elements. I can add to his xnowled- 
ge by saying that a measure of this kind is already ac- 
claimed outside India by the imperialists and profes- 
sional anti-Communists. Therefore, the Home Minister, 
at least the Minister of State in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, is in such a good company that way. Choose 
your company as you like. But I may say that this is a 
company which according to your foreign policy at 
least you should avoid. Therefore, this is the measure 
that we are dealing with and I would ask the Hon. 
members to consider it on merits. Now, they think that 
by passing this measure they would be able to placate 
those who are criticising them from the rightist position. 
They think that by passing this measure they would be 
in a position to take the wind out of the sails of right 
reaction and pretend to the country as if they are the 
fighters. But then you are undermining the principle. You 
are appeasing the hands that will smite you, not today, 
may be tomorrow. We have seen that appeasement of 
this nature in the political life of the country leads not 


are the Swatantra Party. I do not see who is the goal- 
lteeper, but Shri Lal Bahadur is becoming the goal- 
keeper. IT would ask him not lo be the goal-keeper. He 
is not of that type. Even if he says wrong things 
against me, even if he attacks me, I know I would never 
put him in the same category as I would put some other 
peopte. We are not carried away by temporary pas- 
sions like some Hon. Members opposite. We judge 
people by heir whole behaviour, by their entire policies, 
by their entire altitude in life, by their entire posture 
in the political life of the country, and not by what they 
may say al a given moment under certain stress of cir- 
cumstances. 

Now Sir, as far as the position of the Communist 
Parly is concerned, that is my Party, I know what would 
core and I came ready for it. That was done in the 
other place, and here Mr. Datar did not take the name 
of the Party in the begining but then went on as if he 
might be commilting a great sin if he did not take the 
name of the Party, and therefore he brought in the name 
of the Party. and then he was full of ulter irrelevances. 
Anyway 1 think the matter should be set at rest. I 


would invite the attention of the House to a resolution 
passed by the Nalional Council of our Party last 


February at Delhi, and there it is stated: 

“The Communist Party of India has already de 
clared in the Meerut Resolution that it upholds the 
traditional border in the Western Sector and the 
McMahon Line as the de facto boundary in the 
Eastern Sector.” . F 
This is what we have stated. Now this much is 

stated there, and our activities are guided by the stand 
we have taken up. Whatever you may say about us, 
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things that you have been talking here. If it were a 
force, I take it that those who stand for the defence of 
the foreign policy and Lhe strengthening of it would not 
mind that there should be common efforts to defend it, 
would not like to see the forces that defend the foreign 
policy of the Government of India dissipated and dis- 
rupted by the machinations and manoeuvres of the for- 
ces of reaction. This is a pertinent question to ask. 
Therefore, when these Hon. Members opposite will sup- 
port this measure, I will have no personal grudge against 
them; I will argue with them. It is these Hon. Members 
particularly I wish to address today, because I think they 
should not at least misunderstand our position, they 
should not permit themselves to be carried away by the 
malicious, mischievous, lying, disgraceful propaganda 
that is indulged in by certain sections in the country— 
reactionary sections. 

Now, Sir, I am reading out from a letter written to 
the ‘Times of India,’ dated the 27th April, by Shri J. P. 
Narayan. Nobody will say that he is freindly to the 
Communists. He does not take kindly of the Commu- 
nists, and he writes aboul the Indo-China border dispute : 

“May I add at this point that matter like this 
should not be made into a football to be kicked about 
in the game of party politics.” 

This is what Shri J.P.N. said. You know Shri J.P.N., 
and you know what view he takes of the Communists 
in many matters, but he does say that this matter is 
being kicked about like football by certain people. I do 
not say that Shri Lal Bahadur is the centre forward. 
I do not say that at all. But it is a fact that this issue 
is being used as a football by some people, may be our 
P.S.P. friends are the centre forwards and the half backs 


WHEN THE INTEGRITY OF INDIA WA. 

AND DISREGARDED WAS WHEN THE CEAL 
GOVERNMENT AND THE PRIME MINISTER GAVE 
ON A PLATTER A PART OF THE BERUBARI 
UNION TO PAKISTAN. BUT SINCE THE PRIME 
MINISTER WAS CONCERNED AND HE GAVE IT, 
THE CONSTITUTION WAS AMENDED TO VALI- 
DATE AN INVALID ACT, TO LEGALISE AN INVALID 
ACT. EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE CRITICISED THE 
PRIME MINISTER, WE HAVE NEVER QUESTIONED 
HIS BONAFIDES. HE HAD DONE IT MISTAKENLY, 
PERHAPS HE WAS WRONGLY ADVISED, BUT HE 
HAD DONE IT, AS WE SAY, EVEN IN THE MIDST OF 
VERY STRONG CRITICISM. 


Now suppose this measure was there before and the 
Prime Minister under those circumstances had made a 
statement publicly at a meeting that in his opinion 
part of the Berubari Union should be given to Pakistan 
to setlle the dispute, suppose he had said this, well, he 
would have come under the mischief of this measure. I 
know that he would not have been arrested because he 
is the Prime Minister. Suppose Acharya Kripalani was 
the Prime Minister and Jawaharlal Nehru was in the 
opposition benches and this measure was in force, would 
he not have been arrested ? He would have been arrested. 
But people may give opinions. How do you take them 
like that? I shall come to that point. 

But I am making this point very clear that when we 
deal with a matter, we must go into the heart of the 
problem. Therefore, the integrity of India has never 
been challenged and I would show how it has not actu- 
ally been threatened by our people, by any party—well, 


we are a disciplined Party. We discuss and debate, but 
once we take a decision. we consider it a matter of 
honour lo stand by that decision. I can declare on the 
floor of the House that there is not one Communist any- 
where in the country who is not adhering to the resolu- 
tion or implementing the resolution that I have just read 
out. 


Diwan Chaman Lall: Then why are you worried 
about this measure? 


Bhupesh Gupta: I will tell you. I know, I know. 
T have to convince you. 7 know why I am worried about 
it. Iam coming to that. You are saying so many things 
against us. These I repudiate, these are not true. 
“Satyomeva Jayate” is written there, and falsehoods 
and lies are trotled out on the floor of the House in the 
name of protecting the integrity of the conutry. Is this 
the way in which we are going to behave in our public 
life? If there is anyone who can come with concrele 
facts, with concrete evidence let us discuss it, and we 
shall make amends for it, but not because it is vaguely 
alleged somewhere some thing had been written. Where? 
Who? What? Nothing. “Because I, Mr. Datar, by the 
garce of the Prime Minister, the Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, have decided to make the alle- 
gation, the allegation shall pass.” That shall not pass. 
This is what I say on the floor of this House. Therefore, 
let us be clear about this thing. 


SIR, NO RESPONSIBLE PARTY OR CITIZEN IN 
THE COUNTRY WOULD GO AGAINST THE INTE- 
GRITY OF OUR COUNTRY, MORE ESPECIALLY 
WHEN WE HAVE JUST WON OUR INDEPENDENCE. 
THE ONLY OCCASION IN THE RECENT PERIOD 
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similarly challenged it and he could not adduce any 
evidence. He made a broad slalement that he had said 
this thing in the Rajya Sabha and that he was saying it 
in the Lok Sabha. Then again “The New Age” was 
mentioned. When the Prime Minister made allegations 
against Lhe major opposition party in the country and on 
the Noor of Parliament, we naturally took it seriously 
not from any narrow point of view, but from a broad 
point of view. Our Central Executive was seized of the 
entire matler and we considered the statement made by 
the Prime Minister in this House and in the other House. 
And after that our General Secretary was instructed 
to write a letter to the Prime Minister to find out from 
him exactly what was his complaint. We were not 
clear about the complaint the Prime Minister had in 
mind because we have great respect for the Prime 
Minister. And when he made certain allegations, we 
naturally wanted to find out first from him and after 
hearing from him, we thought that on the basis of what 
he said we would be holding an enquiry. And this is 
what the General Secretary of the Communist Party 
wrote to the Prime Minister: 

“Dear Sir, 

In your speech in the Lok Sabha on 31st August, 

1960 you referred to “The New Age weekly, the 

organ of our Party and stated that “The New Age 

has carried on a consistent, a blatant, a pernicious 

and a false propaganda on this issue...... 
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I do not know if there is any surreptitious parly—by 
any party which is functioning openly or by any right- 
minded citizen. Why is a sort of bogey being created 
about il? They do so because there are certain other 
objectives in their minds. 

Now let me come to the genesis of the Bill. That is 
very important. He made some reference to it. Some 
members demanded it. So we gol men. We could not 
help it. We did not like il. They were Hamlels in this 
matter, half consenting and half not consenting. Then 
when approaches were made. they fell in for it. They 
permitted themselves to be seducted. First of all, it does 
not speak well of a Government. What did you do? 
What was your stand? Then let me come to the next 
point. He did not recite it, the malter just came up in 
this House and in the other House also and later on 
November 21st also it came up. And an anti-Communist 
hysteria was sought to be roused by some people and as 
far as I can see, on the 21st of November in the other 
House, Shri Ram Subhag Singh asked: “May I know 
whether the Government intend to introduce any mea- 
sure to put a curb on such activities in the entire area?” 
and Shrimati Renu Chakravarty on behalf of the Com- 
munist Party just got up and said: “That is the main 
point.” Well. it went on. An adjournment motion came 
up. A discussion took place. Now allegations have 
been made and these allegations form the basis of it. 
Some of these allegations have been proved to be untrue, 
to be incorrect. Let us come to what happened in this 
House. In August last year the Prime Minister made 
certain allegations in this House. He said, he was reply- 
ing to the debate on foreign affairs—something against 
the paper “The New Age.” When I asked him to 
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the frontier disputes. A Teference to many issues of 


“The New Age” in the course of the last two or three 
months (Hon. Members will kindly note the words “last 
wo or three months,” will indicate this. The Prime 
Minister has no time to read all these issues, and he is 
going out of Delhi tomorrow.” 

At thal time I think he was living abroad. 

“As for the activities of some Communists in the 
border areas, the Prime Minister mentioned the particu- 
lar districts concerned, His information was based on 
reports of speeches made in these border areas, 


Yours faithfully, 
Sd|- K. Ram.” 


Now, we got this letler. Light was sought from the 
Prime Minister and we were not given much light. Dis- 
trites have been named. Well, it is there in the proceed- 
ings. We wanted to know who they were and what 
articles he had in mind. Then the Prime Minister refer- 
ed lo “New Age” weekly of the two or three months pre- 
ceding the date of his statement. We re-examined 
every single copy of “New Age” from June because the 
stalement was made by the end of August. We re 
examined the issues of June, July, August. Some articles 
certainly appeared where the words “Chinese Mount or 
Everset” or some such thing occured. One may or may 
not like some of the criticisms in these articles, or some 
of the explanations or some of these things said in these 
articles. But I challenge here,—papers are there in this 
Library—there is not one article in any issue of “New 
Age” which questions the integrity, the terrilorial integ- 
rity of our country. That is point No. 1. There is not 
one article which any fair-minded man, if he is not 
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That is the India-China border issue. Earlier in the 
Rajya Sabha on 18th August, you had said: 

“The New Age has been carrying on not only 
unpatriotic but a most anti-national campaign.” 

In the course of the above debate on the foreign 
affairs, you had alco referred to the activilies of the 
Communists in the border areas. Naturally we take 
a very serious view of these charges. 1 would request 
you to inform me which particular item in “The New 
Age” you object ww.” 

Underline the words “which particular item you 
objected to.” 

“I also request you to inform us about the speci- 
fie facls relating to Parly Members’ activities in the 
border areas.” 


We asked if the Prime Minister had taken exception 
to any passage in it—let us point out—and if we were 
wrong, we would correct ourselves. And he was also 
saying something about Parly Members. We had 
hundreds of thousands of members and sympathisers of 
the Party who would like to know if he had anybody in 
mind. That letter was dated the 16th September, 1960. 
Then we received a reply from the Secretary to the 
Prime Minister dated the 18th September, 1960, that is 
from Mr. K. Ram. 

“Dear Sir, 

The Prime Minister has read your letter dated Sep- 
tember, 16th, 1960. He has asked me to lell you that it 
is not merely an item here and there in “The New Age” 
weekly which he had in mind, but repeated articles and 
big headlines, all intended to give an impression that 
China was right and that India was wrong in regard to 
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personality, and every word thal he utters on the floor of 


has to make such state 
tialed, and which do not hold water at all. 

to what happened in th 
Sabha. I was at that time in Moscone in Noveaben cs 
you know. I was there as a delegate of the Party to 
attend a Moscow conference of the Communist and the 
Workers’ Parties, but I read it there. I read the paper 
“The Times of India” where I got the story of a flare-up 
im the Lok Sabha hero—thanks to our friends, if I say so, 
of the PSP in this case. There was a little flare up on the 
2Ist of November. We read it very carefully, There we 
noted that the Prime Minister had made certain charges. 
There he gave certain names. Therefore, afler a lapse 
of two or three months, he gave certain names. It seems 
he was reading out a statement since the whole thing 
appears in quotation. It seems he read out from police 
reports. He mentioned three names and one is Shri Satyen 
Mazumdar. Shri Mazumadr, as Hon. Members know, was 
a member of this House, a very mild, decent and reason- 
able member, so much so that even Dr. Kunzru could not 
help liking him. Now Sir, here was Shri Satyen Mazumdar. 
Another person the Prime Minister named is Shri Krishna 
Bhatt of Garhwal, and the third person he mentioned was 
Shri Kameshwar Pandit, Secretary of the Himachal 
Pradesh State Council of the Communist Party. Now I 
do not want to read out the whole thing. I shall only 
mention what the thing is. It was alleged that Shri Salyen 
Mazumdar has said something, about how to carry on Pro- 
paganda on India-China question, at a secret meeting in 
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prejudiced politically against our Party, would say is anli- 
national. There is not one article or group of arlicles— 
very few appeared in that entire period—which would 
substantiate the charge that “New Age” was running an 
anti-national campaign. 

Therefore. I say the Prime Minister, as sometimes 
happens with him, was misinformed. I thought that 
after the departure of Mr. M. O. Mathai he would be 
better advised. but it seems thal those who advise him 
today, do not care to read things carefully and advise him 
properly for which they place the Prime Minister in a 
position where he has to make a slatemen! which he 
cannot substantiate even aller being written to by the 
General Secretary of our Party. 


You see, Sir, thal we take a serious view of (his 
matter. I say this thing not with a view to securing 
debating points. I say this thing with a view to placing 
the facts before you, because I have got the chance now 
and because, some of us will be wrongly arrested and 
put in prison, while Mr. Datar will be smiling in the 
House, but before the smile comes, Jet me at least say 
semething which, I hope, you would kindly try to see 
and take in the proper light. Now this is the position. 
Therefore the charge against “New Age” stands demo- 
lished. Now, here, Sir, have you noted two things? The 
Prime Minister did not read the “New Age”—that is 
number one—and he could not name anybody—No. 2. 
Now if I were to be a witness in a case and went before 
a court. of law and there. having said this thing, could 
not substantiate the thing, would my evidence be accep- 
ted? Therefore you can understand it, Sir. My only 
regret is that here it is the Prime Minister of the country. 
He is not merely the Prime Minister, he is a great 


based on fabricated reporls of the Central or State 
Intelligence branch.” 


Look after your intelligence, Mr. Datar. The state- 
ment goes on: 

“How could the police report on what transpired 
ata meeting of the District Executive Committee 
where none but members can be present? I can 
definitely Stale thal the border issue was not at all 
discussed in the said meeting. As for my stand on 
the border issue it is entirely guided by the Meerut 
resolution of the National Council of the Party"— 
it was our earlier resolution; we had not passed then 
ihe Delhi resolution—“which stands for peaceful and 
honourable settlement of the dispute. I have expres- 
sed my views on these lines not only in numerous 
public meetings all over West Bengal but also in the 
Assembly last year. I think the said intelligence 
report is actuated by the pernicious motive of dis- 
crediting me in particular, because I happen to enjoy 
wide popularity and respect in all sections of public 
including many Congressmen in Darjeeling district.” 
‘And I can tell you, every word he says is true. He 

raised this point on the floor of the Assembly to repudiate 
the charge, and the Speaker of the West Bengal Assem- 
bly was good enough to give him a chance to repudiate 
the charge. And the charge was repudiated. 

Now I come to Shri Kameshwar Pandit, Secretary of 
the Himachal Pradesh State Council of the Party. Well, 
he wrote a letter to the Prime Minister, and in his letter 
to the Prime Minister he stated : 


“Actually on that day”—the Prime Minister named the 
date of meeting—“I was down with fever and for the 
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Darjeeling. That was the charge. Then came Shri Krishna 
Bhatt—I shall come to this gentleman later. It was said 
that Shri Krishna Bhatt also said something in some 
village. At another secret meeting of the Party 
Shri Kameshwar Pandit was alleged to have said some- 
thing on the India-China border question. The Prime 
Minister confined himself to these three names. The whole 
thing. as I said, is in quotation, namely, what he was 
reading out. Evidently some brief had been given, most 
possibly the police report had been given to him, and he 
being a fair-nsinded man, that he is, unlike some Hon. 
Members on the Treasury Benches, was very apologetic 
about it, and he gave the whole thing in quotation. Well, 
Ido not blame the Prime Minister for the words that are 
contained in that report, but make the complaint against 
him that he quoted the wrong things—that is my com- 
plaint. Now, Sir. naturally we took up this question, 
where do we stand. This time the demand was made, 
“Where do we stand?” 


Now let me take up Shri Satyen Mazumdar. 
Shri Satyen Mazumdar as I said, was a Member of this 
House, now a Member of the West Bengal Legislature, a 
very prominent Member, and he is doing well, very well 
—I may tel! you. Now when the allegation was made 
against him, he repudiated immediately. He issued a 
Press statement, and also, I believe, wrote to the Prime 
Minister repudiating the charge. Shri Satyen Mazumdar 
said in a Press statement: 


“T like to categorically stale that the allegations 
made against me are totally unfounded and are 
nothing but the most blalant fabrications. Obvious- 
ly the allegations made by the Prime Minister are 
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in their homes afte i i: i 
about Communist Tang eae SRE ORSDORE 
eee nee ti slants given lo the situation on the 
Bahadur, because today pee See tiatte te 
svi. 388 ‘my. point y not see, tomorrow he 

Sir, there are a number of States whose border tou 
ches foreign countries. For example, there is ‘Assam, 
there is West Bengal, there is Rajasthan, there is Uttar 
Pradesh, Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir, leave alone the 
Manipur territory or Himachal Pradesh. Now, they 
touch variously the borders of Burma, Nepal, China and 
Pakistan. Am I right or am I wrong? I am right. Now, 
I would like te know how many of these constituent 
Stales of India demanded that for the sake of border 
security or for the (errilorial integrity of measure of this 
kind would be needed. How many States wrote to the 
Central Government advising them that a measure of lhis 
kind should be passed? Not one, Sir. I say not one. If Mr. 
Datar perchance says that it is all wrong, I would ask 
him on honour to produce the letters before the House, 
before you, Sir, with proper dates and so on, so that we 
can compare whether now or before the Bill was formu- 
lated any State in India, whose border louches a foreign 
country, had ever writlen to the Government of India 
asking them for a measure of this kind. I said that none 
wrote. And yet the Central Government, because some 
people in Parliament made a noise, some seclions of the 
press wrote something, had to conceive a measure of 
this kind and deliver the child here. Such is the 
posilion. 

Now, Sir, let me come to the points one by one. I 
am giving you official evidence. First of all, take it that 
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whole of the day I took rest at my home in Simla. No 
meeting of any kind whatsoever was held that day.” 


Unfortunately’ Shri Kameshwar Pandit did not get a 
reply from the Prime Minister. He is a well-known man 
and every neighbour there knows that he was ill on that 
day, and many people know also that ne such meeting 
was held. 


Now, Shri Krishna Bhatt is the third name. and here 
I am sorry to say that we do not know of any such per- 
son being a memier of the Communist Party. Have 
you starled reerviling members for our Party? Well, Sir, 
I have been one of the members of the present leadership 
of the Party and I <an tell you thal we do not have on our 
membership rolls any such gentleman as Shri Krishna 
Bhatt. They seem to be discovering members for the 
Communist Party. I should request Mr. Datar: “Please 
do not do so. We can look after ourselves and recruit 
members on our own.” And that gentleman, I am told, 
made a certain other stalement. Naturally, when his 
name was mentioned, not being a Communist, he got 
more funky. At least we would not be so funky, but 
perhaps he got more funky. Therefore, you utterly mis- 
fired, in respect of all the three names. 


Now, Sir, look at what will happen to our country if 
such are the advisers of the Prime Minister, such are 
the people who prepare confidential reports for the 
Prime Minister, on which major Policy decisions are 
taken, or Bills formulated, of the kind that we have 
today. Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri is a good man, a 
lovable person. We only request him to pay a little atten- 
tion to his intelligence service, because it seems that 
some people belonging to his intelligence service, sitting 
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ae poblisted the interview of Mr. Sanjiva Reddy in 
iar he said that there were no political activities in 

rder area. Can I produce any better evidence in 
my favour or for my proposition than the one that I pro- 
duced in this particular case? 

Then, Sir, lake another case after that. Here again, 
there is a newly created district of Uttar Kashi. The 
District Magistrate of Uttar Kashi held a Press confer- 
ence where he was bombarded with questions about the 
situation in the border area and the Magistrate of Utter 
Kashi said that there was nothing like that; there was 
no such prejudicial activity in the border area. Since 
Shri Lal Bahadur would be asking for other reports from 
his advisers, I thought I should better tell him so Lhat 
he can check up. On the 21st October, the Magislrate, 
Ushapati Bhatt, held his press conference and the news- 
men bombarded him with questions about activities in 
the border and he said in plain language that there was 
no Communist activity nor were there any Communisls 
in the district. I have given you the name of the Dis- 
trict Magistrate and lhe date of his Press conference. It 
was said by the District Magistrate and not anybody 
else. 

Now, let me come to the Prime Minister himself. On 
the 2ist November in the Lok Sabha he made a state- 
ment which is significant. When people were shouting 
about the activities of the Communists in the border 
areas, he made one thing clear and I am quoling him. 
The Prime Minister said: ee 

«__,, But there is no question of insecurity in our 
border area or of subversion being noticeable in 


those areas.” 7 
Therefore, you see, Sir, that in order to give you an 
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other evidence is not there. Generally il happens that 
when the siluation becomes serious, the State Govern- 
ments write to the Centre asking for Central legislation. 
In this case it was not done. And what else is required 
to prove that there was no objective justification for a 
measure of this kind? 

Then, Sir, let me come tu the State of West Bengal. 
Dr. B. C. Roy—is he a Communist? No. He is not a 
Communist. He is the tough anti-Communist Chief 
Minister of West Bengal. When Mr. Sanjiva Reddy, 
after his visit to Calcutta, mentioned something about 
the bad border siluation or activilics on the border in 
West Bengal, Dr. Roy, who knows how to look after 
himself better than imany peuple who pretend to look 
after him. immediately said that it was all wrong. 
There was nothing. He repudialed the Congress Presi- 
dent's statement. 

Again, when a Jana Sangh Member raised a question 
in the Uttar Prodesh Assembly of certain alleged activi- 
ties of Communists and others in the border area, 
Dr. Sampurnanand, the then Chief Minister stood up on 
the floor of the House to say that enquiries had revealed 
that there were no such activities. Then Sir, later on, 
as you know, Mr. Sanjiva Reddy himself said that there 
was no truth in it. He toured Himachal Pradesh ex- 
tensively and after returning to Simla he met Pressmen. 
He toured, to be exact, from the 17th to 30th September. 
He told lhem that the border there was not a live bor- 
der. To whom did he say that? To the paper called 
“Challenge” published from Simla, edited by Mr. J. N. 
Kaul, the local secretary of the Tibetan Committee and 
Camping Organiser of the anti-Communist camp in that 
area. The paper published from Simla and edited by 
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__ “When some newspapers and responsible political 
cireles began saying that the activities and propa- 
ganda of the Communists in the hilly districts of U.P. 
are increasing, at thal time with [ull responsibility 
We stated that it was incorrect....There are no Com- 
munists in the region and the couple or so of Com- 
munists that are there, are doing no such propaganda 
that harms the country. The Chief Minister of the 
Slate Dr. Sampurnanand has also stated that it was 
not true that in hill districts such literature is being 
distribuled which incite the local populace. Despite this 
some weekly papers that are published from the hills 
and some local officials go on repeating the baseless 
and unwarranted slory about such propaganda. We 
consider this unfortunate for we know that there is a 
lot in Nazi Propaganda Minister Dr. Goebbel's state- 
ment thal if a lie is repeated over and over again, 
it can be passed off as truth.” 

He is not a Communist. I do not know how our 
friend, Shri Lal Bahadur, will describe him. The other 
day in the other House I was interested to note that he 
was saying that somebody’s son was a Communist. 1 
hope he will not say thal Dr. B. C. Roy’s niece is a Com- 
munist when I quoted Dr. Roy. Then there is another 
paper ‘Karma Boomi,’ the oldest and perhaps the most 
respecled weekly of Garhwal, edited by Mr. Bhulia, an 
old Congressman. He protested against this kind of pro- 
paganda being launched against one Communist Party. 
There are many fair minded Congressmen in this House 
and oulside also. They do not like that for petty poli- 
tical reasons, falsehood should be circulated, that a party 
should be slandered and maligned in this manner. There 
again, he wrote and criticised the “Hindusthan Times” of 
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idea of the situation in the border areas I have quoted 
the Prime Minister, a Magistrate, Chief Ministers and 
I have also quoted Mr. Sanjiva Reddy saying that the 
Himachal Pradesh border was nol a live border at all. 
I have also quoted the paper “Challenge” edited by a 
very well known anti-Communist. Such is the position. 
Therefore, one has to ask what has happened since then. 
These relate lo last year and since then what has 
happened? Has the situation deteriorated since then so 
much as to justify the sponsoring of this Bill in this House? 
I submit, Sir, the siluation, if anything, has improved. 
The situation was never bad thal way. It was built up 
when they talked about all kinds of things against the 
Communist Party, but in actual fact the border was not 
that way threatened. 

Internally from within the country nobody was carry- 
ing on activities against the integrity of the country. Now 
it has improved and yel we find the Bill before us. I could 
have understood it if, since that time, the Government 
could show that the situation has deteriorated or is not 
as good as it was or if it were bad according to them, it 
has become worse. Then I could have underslood the 
meaning in sponsoring this measure, but they have not 
done. They have not given any such evidence before the 
House. Therefore objectively it is not a fair way to put 
it like that. I have given the official evidence. Now 1 
would give some unofficial evidence to justify what I am 
saying and for the consideration of the Hon. Minister of 
Home Affairs. This evidence I take not from papers 
which are in any way sympathetic to the Communists. 
I take the Hindi weekly, ‘Sarhadi’ edited by Shri 
Narendra Singh Bhandari, a Congress M.L.A., which 
wrote on 25th July, 1960: 
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after the creation of the border districts. Official 

Propaganda which accompanied the formation of these 

districts had raised hopes of a considerable improve- 

ment in their living conditions. Though officers had 
been posted in the new districts, their offices had not 
started functioning.” 

Another important non-official authority I will quote. 
Shri Manabendra Shah, the representative in Lok Sabha 
from Tehri Garhwal made a speech on this Bill and one 
would have expected that coming as he did from the 
border area, he would say something about the anti- 
national activities, activities directed against the integrity 
of India, since he isa big man also and something against 
the Communist Party; but significantly enough, on the 
24th of last month, when he was making a speech in the 
Lok Sabha, not a word did he utter about the anti- 
national avtivities of anybody and it is good that he did 
fol say anything against the Communist Party. There 
you are. People coming from those areas do not accuse 
us. Mr. Manabendra Shah did not accuse us. 

Diwan Chaman Lall: But nobody is accusing you 
here, if you do not question the integrity of our borders, 

Bhupesh Gupla: I know that you will not, but some 
people will do. You are going to come to my rescue 
later. I need your help and that of all kind persons 
today because we are being unjustly maligned by certain 
people, small numbers, of course, but loudly and vocifer- 
ously. Therefore, this is the position. I think, that what 
1 have said has abundantly made it clear to this House 
that from non-official evidence and from the official evi- 
dence that I have mentioned, there is no objective justi- 
fication for sponsoring a measure of this kind. This is 
my important submission. You see I was shocked—I 
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Birlas for having indulged in such Communist baiting 
and anti-Communist propaganda. I may mention for his 
benefit that in the issue of 22nd October he wrote such 
things. 

Then there is another paper called ‘Satyapath’ edited 
by Shri Lalit Prasad Nilhana. He is now called a for- 
mer General Secretary of the Garhwal District Congress 
Commiltee. On 2nd June. 1960 he wrote in his paper 
that here is no concrete evidence of any anti-national 
propaganda by the Communists. I hope that Mr. Datar, 
who knows everything. has kindly noted what an ex- 
Congress Secretary of a District had said. 

Then perhaps I have left out one important thing 
about the P.S.P. Here again I would point out to you 
what a P.S.P. leader in U.P. said because I know that our 
friends of the P.S.P. here might get up against me. 
Mr. Narayan Dutt Tewari, the Deputy Leader of the 
P.S.P. in the U.P. Assembly, after a tour of Pithoragarh, 
Chamoli and Uttar Kashi areas, said that all these alle- 
gations were not true and they were false. He actually 
gave an account of the miserable condition of the people 
there, of the people who lived and so on. That is what 
the P.S.P. Deputy Leader said: I know thal my friends 
of the P.S.P. mighl like to say things against me but there 
their Deputy Leader repudiated the false allegations 
that were made against the Communist Party. Sometimes 
people come to the truth and there he said the truth that 
it was the position. I cannot hold the temptation because 
our friends of the P.S.P. will be attacking us and I anti- 
cipale it. The P.S.P. Leader there said : 

“The internal factors which caused discontent im 
the area largely flowed from the disappointment of 
the people whose expectations had not been fulfilled 
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Communists and democratic 
men, former Ministers of 
Pakistan and other places. 
statements of the kind tha 
Ministry of Home Affairs has made, action that took 
place in Pakistan. May be it will be posthumous endor- 
sement of such action; but nonetheless, if such things 
are said, you will be provoking President Ayub Khan 
or somebody to say, “Did I not say these things? Here is 
india saying such things. We showed the way to India.” 
Sir, anti-Communism is an outmoded and exploded 
weapon in the hands of reaclion. But if you use it like 
this, I think the situation will be bad for all of us. 
Therefore. I would request my Hon. friend not to indul- 
ye in such kind of statements.... 

Here I come to another aspect of the matter. You 
see, mention is made in Clause 3 to public interest. In 
Sub. Clause (i) it says: 


“If the Central Government considers that in the 
interests of the safety or security of India or in the 
public interest.” 

So it is said that in the public interest, this measure 
is called for. And in Sub-Clause (3) and (4) certain 
powers are given to regulate certain entries, to regulate 
the entrance of certain people to an area. One would 
have thought that something would be told as to why 
these were necessary. But the Hon. Minister has not 
told us anything on that. One type of alleged activity 
he has not mentioned at all in this House or in the other 
House, significantly enough. When the Bill is supposed 
to be in the public interest and lhere are even eee 
sions for controlling the movement of some Lae le 
within the country from one area to @ notified area, he: 


Parties including Congress- 
the Congress Party in East 
Sir, we cannot endorse by 
t the Hon. Minister in the 
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do not know if you were shocked—when Mr. Datar was 
saying thal this Bill was needed for our national exis- 
tence. Well, I think, such a fatuous utterance should 
not be made from the Treasury Benches, because I con- 
sider our national existence Lo be something much stron- 
ger, much nobler and much bigger than to be spoken of 
in this manner, as though if Mr. Dalar has not brought 
forward this Bill, our national existence would disappear 
and the nation would go out of existence altogether. Do 
not speak like that. Say that you need this Bill to beat 
up some people, lo arrest some people, and do not try 
to make it look as if such a Bill is needed for our national 
existence. Our national exislence is something far 
stronger than what you would make it look like state- 
ments of this kind. I do hope the Hon. Minister of 
State in the Ministry of Home Affairs would choose his 
words in such a way that at least outside they do not 
give a wrong impression. Sir, when I heard him, I was 
reminded of what was said by Pakistan authorities in 
1954. When certain things developed betwen India and 
Pakistan, the authorities in East Pakistan, before 
Iskander took over and also after he took over, began 
to say ‘Our national existence is at stake’ and then they 
issued regulations and orders in the name of territorial 
integrity of the country, intended to harass, arrest and 
persecute the Communist Party and the Congressmen 
also. We shared the same prisons—Communists and 
Congressmen—in Dacca and other jails. Is that to be 
repeated here by this kind of statement? If reaction 
gets entrenched, some day we may be landed in such a 
situation. Therefore, do not emulate, for goodness’ sake, 
the Pakistan authorities who exploited the border dis- 
putes for bolstering up reection and to prosecute the 
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two books are full of 
judicial activities, 
of the country an 


like to know, 


ican valle 1 do not want to interrupt my Hon. 
nd, would like to ask him this. Is this the 
position then that my Hon. friend is not against any 
prejudicial activity Tegarding the safety and security of 
India but is against any prejudicial activity by fore- 
igners against a neighbouring country? 

Bhupesh Gupta: 1 have given an amendment and I 
may say that I am against prejudicial activities by any- 
body, whether foreigner or national. I make that per- 
Jectly clear, But the point now is this. You have 
heard the Hon. Minister in the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Shri Datar. You have heard the speeches in the other 
House. But no mention is made anywhere to this, as 
if it is the Communists who must be lambasted and 
hanged. Nothing is mentioned about the other type, the 
real type of anti-national and prejudicial activilies—they 
are such even according to the criteria of the Govern- 
ment—indulged in on our soil by foreigners, even when 
books have been written by them and published from 
London and sold in Delhi, Caleutta and Bombay. and 
available even in the Parliament library as well. That 
is strange. He gets so many reports from so many 
quarters, Does he not get the time to read so many 
books? That is what I would like to ask. Here is the 
hook#'Tragic Destiny.’ 1 will mention only a few ins- 
tances, I do, because many copies are not available, 
Most of them are sold out and they are coslly books. 
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has not mentioned about certain activities which it is 
my duty now to do. I ask the Government to take note 
of what I am saying and I wish to invite the attention 
of the new Home Minister of the Government of India 
to the subversive and prejudicial activities indulged in 
by some foreign nationals in the rigions of Kalimpong and 
other places. I have tabled an amendment to this effect, 
It is for them to have taken note of it, but they have 
not taken note of it. That only shows the intention of 
these people who have formulated this measure. Here, 
it is a very interesting story that I have lo bring to your 
notice. I have done some hard work here. I hope 
the House wil] bear wilh me a little when I give Hon. 
Members certain news, again documented and substan- 
tiated by facts which I can place before the House. 


I have in mind George N. Patterson, correspondent 
to the Daily Telegraph of London who came to the lime- 
light in connection with ‘Tibetan counter-revolution in 
1959—a name which was mentioned in this House, 
residing in Kalimpong since 1960, ever since he fled from 
Tibet when the new regime was established in China and 
Tibet. His activities were in Kalimpong in support of the 


exiled Tibetans resident there. Patterson, in his 
books like ‘Tragic Destiny’ published in 1959 and ‘Tibet 
in Revolt’ claims to describe how he from Kalimpong 
helped and contributed to the organisation of this revo- 
lution in Tibet in 1959, in collusion with the Tibetan 
residents in Kalimpong and other elements inside Tibet. 
In these books he makes no secret of his part in organi- 
sing meetings belween the Tibetan rebel] leaders and the 
U. S. efficials and others in Kalimpong. Here are the 
two books, wrilten by George N. Patlerson—'Tragic 
Destiny’ and ‘Tibet in Revolt’ and the pages of these 
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to do anything even if they i i 

‘ y 'y had wanted. The link with 
China had been broken when Chiang Kai-Shek’s Nation- 
al Party failed. They had no previous contact with 


Tibet which would have Provided them with a 
for a more direct 
American and 


i n opening 
interest.” He mentions British, 
Indian officials. “Having provided all 
the necessary information to the British, Indian and 
American officials, I decided that it was now time to 
make for Kalimpong to see whatever Tibetan officials 
might be there who in turn would be able to pass on the 
news to Lhasa.” This is how subversive activities go on 
at Kalimpong. It is admitted here and he makes a boast 
of his activities. This is very interesting. He says that 
he came, met the officials of the Brilish High Commis- 
sion who put him in touch with the Secret Service men 
of the United States of America and other people. Then 
he passed certain information, took certain things and 
then went to Kalimpong lo carry on his activities. This 
area will probably be soon turned into a notified area, but 
he went lo live in the house of the mother of the Dalai 
Lama. He saw armed servants there and he was sur- 
prised to see armed servants there of the Dalai Lama's 
mother and brother. I ask the Hon. Minister, “Do you 
have any such information that people were armed, 
that people were keeping litle private armies there?” 
Mr. Patterson lestifies to il, being a party to all kind of 
conspiracy that went on there . You come across such 
a salement made by the author in pages 80 and 81 of the 
book. I would then draw your attention to page 64 
which is very interesting. “The news I took to Calcutta 
created a sensation and the diplomatic telephone bet- 
ween New Delhi, London and Washinlon hummed with 
ihe questions and answers. Difficulties multiplied as 
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Here is what George Patterson writes. What he wriles 
I do not vouch for here. He says so many things 
against everybody, including the Government of India, 
T so realise. But at the same time, here is a man who 
confesses his own crimes. no matter what slatements he 
makes about the Communist Party or the Congress Party 
or the Government or anybody else. 

Samuel: Suppose I write a book—tragic destiny of 
the Communist Party of India. would it be a prejudical 
act on my part, in your opinion? 

Bhupesh Gupta: No, becavse you will never. 
write such a book, being a better writer. (Bell rings) 

It is important and I will take some time. I wish to. 
draw your attention to pages 14, 22 and 23, of thjs book. 
I feel like presenting a copy of this book to you. It is 
very important. Here you see how things on the border 
went on. I need not mention how Mr. George Patterson 
came to India in 1950 through Sadiya. He entered 
Calcutta from there and he says: 

“I am here to get what help I can from whatever 
source. When I have done all I can in Calcutta I want 
to go to Kalimpong and if there are any Tibetan officials. 
there get them to pass on the information to their 
Government in Lhasa.” 

“The official got in touch wilh several people in the 
telephone and then laid it back on its rest. I have made 
arrangements for you to meet one of the top Security 
officials in Caleutta tomorrow morning. When you have 
finished with him, perhaps you would get into touch 
with me again and we'll fix another meeting when I ean 
pass it on to Delhi and London.” 

This is what he writes. The Americans were interes- 
ted but as the British official had said, “Not in a position 
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drawn up a programme. I would like lo know whether 
such things are or not covered. On 

that the U. S. representati cea area he says 
appropriate oficials, aft aire, Promised: te, put. before. the 
suggestion for a ne. peers vo: (Americ We 
E feriiee, on ippointing a special agent. There is 
! re, on page 150, lo Apa Sahib Pant and his 
impression is given. It is very interesting. I know that 
ne man is against Government also. He writes that 
ne met the representatives of the Tibetan revolt and told 
hem that an American agent would be senl. 

Dy. Chairman; Activities prejudicial to the interests 
of India, 

Bhupesh Gupta: Let them say that this is not pre- 
judicial lo India. 

Dy. Chairman: This happened in 1951, That is why 
this Bill has come up. 

Bkupesh Gupta: Not in 1951 but in 1958-59. Let 
them say so. You would understand it, and so let me 
proceed. I am entitled to say it. If they say about 
Communist activities on the border, I am prepared to 
quote from the author of these books all these activities. 
Can they produce a book by the Communists? 

About Apa Sahib Pant, he says, “His impression of 
Rabga was that he was an able and sincere man, but 
that overeslimated the strength and ability of the Kham 
and Amdo tribesmen and underestimated the magnitude: 
of the obstacles in the way of complete Tibetan Indepen- 
dence.” These are all important, and I wish I had a copy 
to present to you. One page 174, he says...- 

Dy. Chairman: You seem to ke trying to camou- 
flage.... . 

N. Sri Rama Reddy : May I know how the House is 
interested in what happened there? 


arrangements for escape progressed. As il had to be 
kept absolutely secret, only the top officials were in- 
formed of what was required and Taktser had no pass- 
port. Sufficient money for an extended stay in the 
Reserve Bank of India, which was out of the question 
in such secretive procedures; exit permits to leave the 
country and bypass cusloms formalities would have to 
be obtained. Slowly all those problems were resolved. 
In the United Stales the Committee for Free Asia, a non- 
Communist associalion of businessmen. invited Taktser 
to go to America at their expense as their guest. The 
Indian and U. S. Government issued affidavits in lieu of 
a passport, accepting the Dalai Lama’s letter as of suffi- 
cient bonafides.” This is what the author writes. 
Kalimpong conspiracy was hatched in order to circum- 
vent the passport rules, to smuggle some people out of 
the country and wrilten by the person who was in, true 
or false, I do not know. He writes it. Should your 
attention not have been drawn Lo it? That does not seem 
to have been done. Then he writes as to how he orga- 
nised the escape of the Dalai Lama. On page 109, he 
says that Gompo Sham, his wife and himself had to go 
to Formosa, not lo the United States. On page 122, he 
writes “I would guarantee his (Rabga Pangdalshang) 
anti-Communist sincerity.” He was guaranteeing the 
sincerity of Rabga Pangdatshang who was a brother 
of the Governor of a Province in Tibet which had 
revolted. He writes on page 136 that “it was abso- 
lutely essential that Tibet revolt and present India and 
other countries with a fait accompli.” He writes fur- 
ther, “The American argued with Rabga thet co-opera- 
tion with the Indian Government was essential.” He 
adds further that the American representatives had 
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is what he says. Here is a meeting of the rebel leaders 
who wanted Lo attack Sikkim and Bhulan. Even though 
it was held in Kalimpong on August 4th and is stated 
by one, who organised and participaled in this meeting, 
we see that Lhe Hon. Home Minister or the Minister in 
the Ministry of Home Affairs, Mr. Datar, does not have 
a word of condemnation to say against it while he is full 
of condemnation, vituperation, attacks and accusation 
against us. Therefore I call it diversion. It is diverting 
the attention of the country from the really nefarious, 
prejudicial, anti-nalional and even anti-government acti- 
vities that are carried on by people like him in that area. 

‘Then. Sir, in the ‘Tibel in Revolt’ how the Dalai Lama 
escaped is described and how they are doing it from 
Kalimpong. Then on page 84 reference is made to ‘Tibet 
Mirror’ a paper published in Kalimpong. Here an inter- 
esting thing is said. They were getting briefing. What 
a shocking thing. 

Dy. Chairman: Speak something about your actlvi- 
ties. 

Bhupesh Gupta: That Mr. Datar will tell you. You 
know my activilies; for nine years we have been 
together and I know how you like our activities. It says 
here: 

“To make matters even more tense, lhe editor of 
the only Tibelan newspaper, the ‘Tibet Mirror,’ pub- 
lished in Kalimpong, had received several pages 7 
typed foolscap with details of briefing for the — o 
American troops in Tibet and had been a“ to 
publish it in his newspapers. Fortunately he Wis 
perturbed and he consulted some officials. On their 
advise he did not publish, but the information was 
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Bhupesh Gupta: Because that area will become 
a notified area. If the House is interested in what the 
Communisls are doing in Kalimpong and Mr. Datar 
makes a stalement. the House should be jolly well 
interested in what George Patterson was doing and his 
men are doing in Kalimpong. He wriles, “when the 
Lhasa officials in the Dalai Lama’s enlourage returned 
to Lhasa they had made arrangements with private dea- 
lers in India to send in large supplies of arms and ammu- 
nition not for use but for profit.” Everybody knows 
and it went across the border. Was that act in the 
public interest ? Was il nol a prejuclicial act ? Is it some- 
thing which is to be ignored in your tirade against the 
Communist Party, in your lalk against the Communist 
Party? This is wnat George Patterson writes in his 
book, All the arms and ammunition that passed across 
the border are mentioned here. Whal about your Police 
which produced such a report, false report, and gave it 
to the Prime Minister? Did it make any investigation 
into such activites on the border? This is a pertinent 
question to be asked by me and other members of the 
Hon. House here. On page 133 he says, “On the 4th 
August meeting of all leaders from all parts of Tibet 
held in Kalimpong, it was decided on what is to be done 
in view of India’s refusal lo help and for non-cooperative 
attitude. I am not, therefore, against India or the 
Government.” “The guerrilla leaders and delegates had 
been advocating an extreme course of action by propo- 
sing an attack on Sikkim and Bhutan with an uprising 
of Tibelan nationals in sympathy in Kalimpong and 
Darjeeling. There were about 20,000 guerrillas between 
Lhasa and Sikkim and 7,000 of the best fighters most 
feared by the Chinese on the border of Bhutan.” This 
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Samuel: How is it subversive against India, I want 


to know, il may be subversive against China. 

Bhupesh Gupta: If you think that it is in public 
interest from the point of view of India, say so. The 
Prime Minister opposes this thing and that is why Mr. 
George Patterson criticises you and the Prime Minisler 
in his book. You say safely, security, public interest 
an all these things. If meetings are organised by the 
guerilla bands in Kalimpong, don’t you think you are 
endangering the safety? Don’t you think these are 
against national interests, agains public interest? The 
fact Uhat such an intelligent man as Mr. Samuel gets up 
and asks me this question only shows how the infeclion 
of anti-Communism affects even right minded persons. 
Iam only sorry. I would like to present it to Shri Lal 
Bahadur Shastri because when it came inlo my hands 
he was not there and his people will not tell him 
about such things. Yo see such activities had been 
going on. 

Sir, many things have been said about the provisions 
of the Bill. I shall deal with them as I come to the 
various aspects of the matter when the amendments 
come up. What I would like to state here is this. Here 
you say tervilorial integrity, but then the scope of the 
Bill is far wider. It is not merely the terrilorial inte- 
grity—for Mr. Samvel I must point out—safely and 
security of India. I think you are not safe when the 
Tibetan rebel leaders held a meeting in Kalimpong and 
talked to the American official. About the security ; 
India, would Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri feel raat 
somebody were lo whisper in his ear in his bed, veal hen 
you are sleeping other people near the border in Kalim- 
pong—the Tibetan rebels—are meeting and discussing 
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not secret and had been passed round, thereby heigh- 

tening the expectation.” 

Sir, what does it show? Here is a paper getting 
briefing. But ‘New Age’ was being mentioned, not the 
‘Tibet Mirror’ published in Kalimpong, which according 
to Mr. George Patterson, was receiving American briefs 
lo publish asking American troops lo take action in 
Tibet. The publication was stopped because of certain 
intervention, perhaps. of some officials. All this is not 
mentioned, but ‘New Age’ has become an obsession with 
them. Then he says on page 117: 


“I told the Government officials all this.” A plan is 
accepted. 


“After consultation with New Delhi my plan was 
adopted.” 


He prepared cerlain plans. Then he says he told the 
Government of India and then they were accepted after 
consultation. Such are the publications. They are alf 
there to expose how you are proceeding in this matler. 
You ignore all these things; you pick up the ‘New Age’ 
which anybody can read at any time. I would ask the 
Government: is that the way to handle such a matter? 
And again here is another thing. You see, I have 
worked, it is hard work. Here is a handbill on art paper 
issued in Kalimpong and circulated widely. Have you 
got that? Chiang Kai-Shek's picture is given there—a 
colourful picture—~and there is a report in Chinese lan- 
guage and in another language and also in English. It 
is President Chiang’s message to the Tibetans. This was 
circulated widely in lhe Kalimpong area and it came 
into my possession because I come from West 
Bengal. 


things in a matter which has been chall 
but for hundred years.” eer ease 


Would the Hon. Home Minister tell us whether state- 
ments such as these would come under the michief of 
the law or would they nol? Sir, can I get this guidance 
from him? Sir, will you kindly tell him? 

Lal Bahadur : 


Whatever I have to advise you, I shall 
do so tomorrow. 


Bupesh Gupta: If he says now, then I need not pur- 
suc this matter but he would not say. I read out this 
statement. Who is this person who made this statement? 
Not a Communist against whom you are up in arms, but 
the leader of your parly, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, current- 
ly engaged in finding two Deputy Leaders. That is the 
position. Sir, the law is law. Once it is passed, I say 
that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru would not be in a position 
—nobody would blame him; he is a courageous man— 
to say what he has said without attraction the penalty 
of the law. Let Mr. Lal Bahadur Shastri corte to the 
House tomorrow and tell us that such a statement would 
not attract the provisions of the law. If he says that, 
I will stand corrected. If he does not say that, then 
it would be clear to the House how wide the law is. Now 
the fact thal he is the Prime Minister, the fact that he 
may say something today, does not mean that he was 
absolutely unreasonable or was talking through his hat 
at that time. He was saying something in the circums- 
lances as any reasonable man would say, because every- 
body would like to find out the position. If such a law 
were there he could not have said such thing in public 
without being liable to be arrested by Mr. Lal Bahadur 
Shastri and put into prison. But then he would say he 
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the question of even doing something in Bhutan and 
Sikkim and discussing about transhipment of arms and 
so on?” Would he sleep? Certainly not; he would 
pass a sleepless night. He would not sleep. 

Himatsinka: This Bill will lake notice of them. 

Bhupesh Gupta: That is why I am saying this. I am 
saying these things so that he takes notice; so far he 
does not seem to have laken any nolice of these Lhings. 
I would have perhups nothing much if only the expres- 
sion ‘territorial integrity’ were there; but the expression 
‘public interest’ has heen put in. I would like to know 
from the Home Minister this thing. Suppose someone 
makes a speech of this kind; would that come under the 
mischief of this measure? 


“I am not going into the long history because I do not 
want to take much time. It is a complicated thing but 
we have always looked upon the Ladakh area as a diffe- 
rent area as, if I may say so, some vaguer area so far aS 
the frontier is concerned because the exact line of the 
frontier is not at all clear as in the case of the McMahon 
Line. When we discovered in 1958, more than a year 
ago, that a road has been built across Yehchong in the 
north-east corner of Ladakh, we were worried....It is a 
relevant question but the facl of the matter is that we 
just are not within hundred miles of that area.” 


The same gentleman, a very important person—I do 
not want to go into the details—says here when he was 
speaking about the Aksai China area: 

“But I distinguish it complelely from other areas. It 
is a matter for argument as to what part of it belongs to 
us and what part of it belongs to somebody else. It is 
not at ail a dead clear matler....1 cannot go about doing 


the Officers of the Forest Department intending to 

cause disturbance of public tranquility and riot.” 

Now, therefore, he binds him and passes an order 
prohibiting : 

: “Pawrel alias Sharma Lo enter or stay in the juris- 
diction of Gorubathan Police Station for Lhe period 
lwo months from the dale of service of this order.” 
On what basis has his movement been restricted? I 

took the trouble of getting the ground for promulgating 
an order under Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code restricting the movement of Shri Pawrel alias 
Sharma. Here this Bill is very relevant. I say this 
because this is the kind of thing that this Bill will help. 
The Police report of the affidavit or the statement filed 
by Mr. A. M. Khan, O. C., Gorubathan P. S.—am I right 
Mrs. Maya Devi Chetlry?—Kalimpong says: 

“His main campaign rests on his pretended pro- 
paganda that although the Forest Department Officers 
are receiving more money towards defraving expen- 
ses on account of labour they are making less pay- 
ments and misappropriating the balance. The mali- 
cious propaganda produces provocating influence on 
the labourers, who under his influence have organised 
demonstrations and large scale intimidation on the 
local forest department employees; but the calculated 
outburst of acute lawlessness was thwarted due to 
timely action of the Police. The subject is reported 
to have organised subversive activilies in these areas, 
which borders Bhutan and thereby has greater inter- 
national implications.” ‘ 
After all he is the Officer-in-charge of the Police 


‘Station. 


was the Prime Minister of the country and that would 
have been his protection. Therefore you see how wide 
the law is. Now they say in Clause 3(2) : 

“Whoever makes, publishes or circulates in any 
notified area any statement, rumour or report which 
is, or is likely to be prejudicial to the maintenence of 
public order or essential supplies or services in the 
said area or Lo the interests of the safety or security 
or India, shall be......" 

Now you have the provision of the Defence of India 
Rules imported here. You have the provision of the 
Prevenlive Detention Act imported here. Now, what 
has this got to do with the terrilorial integrily? What 
has this got to do with any other part of India as far as 
essential supplies and so on are concerned? Here they 
bring in this thing with a view to persecuting normal 
trade union activities. This is what I say. In this con- 
nection, I would like to refer to the case of Shri Krishna 
Bhakat Pawrel alias Sharma...... 

Shrimati Maya Devi: From Kalimpong. 

Bhupesh Gupta: From Kalimpong. You know it. 
The case came up in the Court of Shri D. C. Mookherjee, 
M.A., LLB. He seems to be writing all these degrees. I do 
not write them. Normally, a Magistrale should not 
write his degrees. He is M.A., BSc., LLB., W.B.C.S., 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Kalimpong, Magistrate 1st 
Class. Here certain orders were Passed in case No. 20 
of 1960. It reads: 

“Whereas it has been made to appear to me that 
you have been visiting and engaging yourself openly 
in the jurisdiction of Gorubathan P. S, instigating 
Forest labourers with a view to incite them against 


Shastri intends that kin i i . 
molive to him. But oie ail Bee Ma soeatiie 
fact of life, is somethi an .ebjective 
: ing thal you have to take into 
account. If this measure is given to them A 
those who administer this thing will lake ear cae 
tunity to slart cases, to bring frame-ups with adie te 
sending people to jail. It would mean givin the dog 
a bad name and hanging it. That will be the line tak a 
Now, I ask, with all respect lo Shri Lal Bahadur Sha: nts 
is hat the way we are going to face the siluation? Ts 
_ the way we are going lo guarantee the articles in 
Part III of the Constitution, which deals with Fundamen- 
tal Rights? Is that the way we are going to create con- 
fidence among the people? Is that the way we are buil- 
ding the country, when you have such a measure? It 
is nol what you say here that matters. It is what will 
follow that matters. With all the good intentions on 
our part, I concede that Shri Shastri would not like 
taking a hand in prosecuting this party, perhaps even 
against the Communist Party. But what will prevent 
them from doing it? He has no jurisdiction. After the 
Bill is passed, it becomes a weapon in the hands of the 
local officers. Once.it goes to a Court of law, it is a 
matter under the Court of law about which the Central 
Government will not be able to do anything. They can 
give directives but that will not take away its ugly pro- 
cess from which the country has to be saved. Now, 
Hon. Members may feel that perhaps it will ‘affect some 
members of the Communist Party. They may seek con- 
solation from the fact that some Communists will be 
affected by it. I do not say that Shri Shastri feels in that 
way. Many will not be affected. Perhaps you are feel- 
ing that way. But in the other House Mr. Bisht, a 
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Dy. Chairman: You mmst finish now Bhupesh 
Gupta. You have taken 1} hours. 

Bhupesh Gupta: I am finishing, Sir. Then it con- 
tinues : 

“Although be is reported (o have concentrated on 

Forest Labour only. this may be a camouflaged move, 

which may take any shape any moment as the policy 

of the party to which the subject belongs is not at 
all clear.” 

Now, this is what he has said. How does it become 
camouflaged? Here you will sce that even before this 
measure is passed the India-China border question and 
allied questions are brought in with a view to restric- 
ting the movement of a citizen under Section 144. This 
is how it is done. Now you can well imagine, after a 
measure of this kind is passed, what will happen. They 
will run amuck. They will arrest anybody and every- 
body engaged in the trade union movement, saying that 
he is interfering with the supply of essential commo- 
dities. Here it says ‘maintenance of public order or 
essential supplies.’ Somebody demands wages. Some- 
body demands food and somebody demands something 
else. They will say “All right. Now, we arrest you.” 
Ordinarily they would not be in a position to send them 
to prison. Even if there was a trial, even if they could 
prove a false case, the conviction will be a few rupees’ 
fine or jail for a month or so. But now if they can some- 
how or other bring in the charge sheet under Section 3 
or Section 4 of the Criminal Law Amendment Bill, which 
they propose to pass, the people could be given three 
years’ imprisonment. This is the provision. Therefore, 
I say that this measure will only give a handle to your 
oppresive officers. I do not say that Shri Lal Bahadur 


Amendments wil come la! 
of yours. T have given 
loopholes. Many loophok 
Union activities, I have 
That should not be con: 


ter on. I take the suggestion 
certain suggestions to Plug the 
les are there. About the Trade 
given nolice of an amendment. 
ack alas sidered Prejudicially. But often 
Ri be ‘appens to those whe may try to use this power 
Aproperly and abuse this power with a view to inter- 
feving with the fundamental rights of the citizens coming 
in the way of their normal discharge of duties as pub- 
lic men and so on? What happens to them? No Pprovi- 
sion is there. Therefore, I have tabled an amendment. 
Such people also should be punished. Why must we 
alone be in jail if we commit any crime? Why must 
nol they be put in jail if they are found to have abused 
their authorily, produced wrong reports and misled the 
Government. They should also land in jail and share 
the sorrows and fortunes with us there a little, I ask 
(hat question. Therefore, there is no such thing. The 
Communist Party is there. They are altacking them 
like this. They go after them, arrest them, persecute 
them and put them into the jail. All clear signal is 
given to go into the battle and to have a field day against 
the Communists. Is this the way for a polite, humble, 
truth-seeking Home Minister to explain? Therefore, I 
have labled an amendment in this regard. Then, Sir, 
certain people, foreigners who are known to have carried 
on prejudicial activities, people like Mr. George Palter- 
son should not be allowed to go the notified area. Never. 
No permit should be given to them. Clear Kalimpong 
af such people—no matter who they are. I am all in 
favour of that. But go by evidence. When you declare 
a notified area, should you leave it to the magistrate to 
declare it or to the local authority? My amendment 


thought that perhaps that would be the best way of 
winning elections and therefore the relations between the 
two countries were brought in for taking advantage of 
vartisan electorial advantage. Results were disappointing 
no doubt. We won by a bigger margin of votes than we 
ever thought, Some of us thought that we might even 
lose. Some of us thought thal we would win by a small 
margin. But we won with a big margin and it was 
demonstrated to the whole world that such things would 
not pay. So the individual candidates in an areca con- 
nected with the local officials may try to pull wires in 
order to get through the elect Therefore. I say “Do 
not have it during that period.” 

Then here again I have suggested that if it is a case 
of the spoken word, do not rely for heaven's sake—if 
you belive in God, for God's sake~on the Police report. 
I have mentioned to you the report Lhat was given to 
the Prime Minister and what kind of a report would it 
be if it were to come from the subsidiary department of 
Central Intelligence Bureau in Assam which gave such 
a magnificant account of itself during the Assam riots? 
Do not rely upon it. Therefore, if you deal with the 
spoken word, I say that every word spoken must be 
written down and the report should be taken simulta- 
neously as the speech is made or as the words are spo- 
ken and then the mater should be proceeded with. I 
have given a whole series of amendments to make it 
proper so that you do not have to read wrong report and 
get acquainted with the wrong words which we never 
uttered. Then the report should come to the magistrate 
and should be at once.... e 

Dy. Chairman: Amendments will take their place.. 

Bhupesh Gupta: I thought you referred to the report. 


Dy. Chairman: Please wind up. 

Bhupesh Gupta: I will continue tomorrow. You 
know I am a persecuted man. I will continue Lomorrow. 
because nobody is speaking today. You have been very 
good and I must say that you know that man who is 
wrongly altacked and sought to be persecuted should be 
uiven his right of self-defence at least. It is a very 
healthy experience 1 am having from the Chair. It is 
yood thing and also a very relevant thing. Nothing is 
irrelevant. Therefore, I say leave it to the Prime 
Minister. I say, during the time of the election, two 
months before the date of polling... : 

Chairman: You may take another five minutes 
ish the speech. 

Vinaupesh Gupta: No, Sir, I will continue al most. . 
(afler a sharp discusion the Dy. Chairman gave premis- 
sion to Bhupesh Gupta to continue his speech on the 
next day). 

‘The House adjourned on Wednesday, the 3rd May, 
1961. 


3rd May, 1951. 


Bhupesh Gupta: Let me now start by adding to the 
information which I was imparting yesterday lo the 
Home Minister. I may inform him today this morning 
that the Magistrate of Chamoli District Mr. S. P. Watal 
—it is newly created district in Ultar Pradesh, told the 
Pyessmen there that he was not facing any such problems 
due to prejudicial activities on the part of the Commu- 
nist Party. I have given the name and I have also ad 
the date; that is roughly the middle of November. z en 
another gentleman of the Gerhwal Antarim an i 
‘shad, a Congressman, repudiated the allegations mé 
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says that Members of Parliament and Members of the 
Assembly from thal area and the groups in that Slate 
should be called in a meeting. The Government should 
explain things to them and seek their opinion. Shrimati 
Maya Devi Chettry will be there. I will not be there, 
she will be there. Congress people will be more. I 
leave il to the good judgement of the Congressmen and, 
if I may say so, Congress women also lo say whal should 
be done. But it should be done on the advice not of a 
Police Sub-Inspector, bul on the advice of the M.L.A.'s 
and M.P.’s and I say, consult the party leaders also there. 
Call a meeting. If there is divergence of opinion, settle 
it. Suppose somebody says that the Communist Party 
might go there and come in the way of Shrimali Maya 
Devi Chettry advising that a notification should be issued, 
I say do not send it to the General Secretary of the Com- 
munist Party. Refer the matler to the Prime Minister 
for final decision. Let him take the final decision 
because he will bring his judgement to bear upon this 
matter, he will bring fhis statementship to bear upon 
this matter. I think we would not be easily carried 
away by personal or small, petty considerations or pre- 
judices or local considerations; he will take into account 
the bigger perspective and also the consideration as to 
how this measure should be viewed. Therefore, in the 
event of any divergence of opinion arising as to whether 
an area should be notified or not, it should go in the first 
instance to a committe of this kind and a meeling of this 
kind should be held and if the meeting cannot come to 
an agreement and if there is serious divergence of 
opinion, then refer the matter to the Prime Minister. I 
have faith in the Prime Minister in this matter. But 
they do not say that I have faith in him. 
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in it. Congressmen there, 1 must tell you I am not say- 
ing that there are such prejudical activities on the part 
of the Communist Party they are accusing that the 
Communist Party people are very active. The Police is 
harassing people and intimidating people. I can under- 
stand the P.S.P. and the Jan Sangh getting very angry 
with us. All of them Logether cannot get more votes 
than we can. But the Congressmen naturally are also 
alittle upset about it. Therefore that aspect of the matter 
should be borne in mind. 

Then Sir, 1 have calculated it. We have 8,000 miles 
of borders and if you Galculate it on the basis of thirly 
miles deep, 2,40,000 square miles would be within the 
range of this measure. Such a huge area, laking the 
country as a whole, would be open to the excessive 
powers. Is it good? Is it fair? Such things should not 
be done. It is a badge of shame for any parliamentary 
institution and democracy that you throw open such 
huge areas to oppressive measures and caprices of high- 
handed officials. 

Then, Sir, the other day I was very sorry to read in 
lhe Press report that the Deputy Chairman said that I 
was Uryng to camouflage. There again, I make a sub 
mission. When there is a controversy between us and 
the Government, the remark should, I think be such 
that it does not lead to the interpretation as if the Chair 
is supporting somebody else. I do not say thal you are 
supporting, but the way the Press has presented it in 
bold letters, it would be doing injustice to the Deputy 
Chairman. But anything, here I was _unveiling the 
story that was not told by the Hon. Minister there, the 
story of Mr. Patterson, the imperialist agents and those 
who carry on anti-national activities directed against the 
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against the Communist Party. Good Congressmen are 
there; many of them are there. This was done two 
months ago. Then Mr. Jogeswar Prasad Khandoli, 
President of the District Congress Commitlee of Garhwal 
also in his private talks with friends and others repudia- 
ted these allegations. I do not know how many Con- 
gressmen I should name. 

Dahyabhai Palel: Begin with the top. 

Bhupesh Gupia: Please don’t distrub me; time is 
short. It is not merely a question of civil liberties and 
rights being curtailed. I shall give another example. 
Normally as malters now stand, Uttar Kasi, Chamoli 
and Pithoragarh are declared as border area. Tehri 
Garhwal and Almora are not so declared. So what 
happens? There some people by talking about this 
kind of thing are trying to create a war psychosis and 
they are carrying on such propaganda. do you know for 
what? Not. because they are particularly against the 
Communists but they think that by doing so they would 
eatch the attention of the Central Government and could 
get more cement, more allocations, more grants and in 
that way lhey could have some improvement. It is a 
wonderful thing going on there. The Government are 
sending cement at a cost of Rs. 7 per bag to Garhwal 
and the Chamoli area. But they do not need it; the 
contractors who get it sell it in the black market at 
Rs. 14 per maund. I think the Government is losing 
some money there. Shri Shastri will kindly note that he 
is adopting such a policy that large quantities of cement 
go to such areas with a view to protecting the border 
but that is being sold in the black market. 

That is why some lawyers, one or two lawyers, are 
talking about these things, although they do not believe 
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we asked questions and i i 
Wave evasion “Today tn supplimentaries, there was al- 
'y they are coming down upon their 
countrymen. the Communi: i 
A unist Parly of India, because the 
do not like that Party bi us 
'Y because we happen to be major 
challenge from the electoral and other points of. view. 
but conan that Wwe are equal to the Congress Party, 
begs ia we are a big challenge. How is it—he 
‘ Salisfy you, Sir, that for ten years his activities 
see going on. Were they all sleeping in the Secretariat 
of Delhi? Were they all sleeping in the Central Intelli- 
gence Bureau under the Government of India? Were 
they all sleeping in Kalimpong and other places, where 
openly armed bands were organised by these people and 
so on? Now, Sir, at thal time they did not feel the need 
for bringing forward such a measure. But as the third 
general elections are coming, as they have lo make some 
concessions to the rightist elements in the country, 
because otherwise some Swatantra gentleman might be 
shouling somewhere else, they have brought forward this 
Bill. Well, Sir, they may hit us, some of us. We can 
take it. We have taken many hils from them. But what 
would be most hit by this kind of thing is the institution 
of democracy in our country, fairness in public life and 
justice in public life, That is what I fear. Dr. Kunzru 
will not be hit, because he never hits anybody. He is 
neither hit by us nor by the Government, nor by the 
British nor by the Congress. He had been an unhit man 
all his life. But we have been hit variously. We have 
been hil by the British. we have been hit by them...... 
Kunzru: You hit me. ; 
Bhupesh Gupta: Never. You are @ very inocent 
man. Sometimes you are saying things in favour of the 
Americans. After all I like you so much that I cannot 
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public interests of the country, which undermine the 
honour and prestige of the country, aclivities directed 
againsl the sland of the Govt. in foreign affairs. That is 
what I was doing. I would like to know from the Hon. 
Minister. when he replies, what he has to say about the 
series of allegations Mr. Patlerson had made about his 
own contacts with certain officials of the secret service 
of the Govt. of India. That should be made clear. Let 
it be repudiated. { think that should be made clear. 
Now, these are the police who are being armed per- 
haps with such excessive powers. I was a little shocked 
to learn that a foreign correspondent, this gentleman, 
Mr. George N. Pallerson, addressed a meeting at Sapru 
House on the 7th Nov. and spoke on certain Tibetan 
affairs. Where is he now? I would like to know it from the 
Home Minister. What happened? Did you cancel his visa? 
Did you cancel his permit? If it were so, how is it that he 
was at large somewhere in Delhi addressing a meeting in 
Sapru House? And I was lold thal certain Deputy Minis- 
ters—I will not name them—was present at the meet- 
ing—I would like to know these things. These are the 
stories, but why do such things happen? How is it that 
today I have to narrate the story of the prejudicial acti- 
vities of a certain imperalist agent, who claimed himself 
to be an agent, who claimed himself to be an agent of 
Britain, of American and what not, who accused the Govt. 
and Mr. Nehru in his books? He accused many others. 
How is it that I have to tell that story in the House? 
How is it that during the ten years he was carrying on 
such activities, which have been related now in his two 
books, one published in 1960 and and another in 1959, the 
the Government did not bring forward such a Bill as 
this ? The Government did not mention this thing. When 
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namely, the Jana Sang! 
Hon. friends from 

chorus. Such is the 
such a Bill? 


h, the Swatantra Party and our 
the P.S.P. sometime joining the 
Position. Why do you have then 
IL will be abused. People will be attacked 
there. The rights and liberties of the common man will 
be allacked, The officers will be oppressive and the 
funds of the Government will be ulilised for all kinds 
of ends and not for real, constructive activities. Such 
is the position. Now, 1 think, again he knows the border 
areas. There they are very weak. Mr. Datar said the 
Communist Party was active. Why are you upset if we 
are aclive? When people suffer, we have to fight for 
the rights of the people. Even foreign policy is allacked 
in the borders by the Jana Sang and the Swatantra par- 
ties. We have to defend it. If you do not do, we have to 
defend your progressive declarations and so on. We 
have to do common work for the reconstruction of the 
country and for the betterment of the country. Why 
ave you upset if we are active? 1 cannot understand it. 
Now, this is not the right way. He gave out his mind 
when he said the Communist Party was active. We are 
not a party that goes to sleep. We are an active partly 
and we shall continue lo be active, active in the interests 
of the country and in the interest of the people. (Time 
ell). shall continue to be active. 

ee finally to Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri to take 
back this infamous measure and save the fair name of 
the country, from calumny. 
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think of doing any harm to you. You are so inocent, 
because nobody follows you in the country. I know this 
and, as Mr. Nehru and I said the olher day, being an 
independent he is above all of us. He is a high altitude 
man. But then we have to sce. as he will be speaking. 
You will hear what be has to say, because he has read 
some of the things in the Library already and he will be 
saying something. But here I y the Government is 
doing the wrong thing. How do you present your coun- 
try before the world? You present it in a wrong light. 
In our country the situalion is not such, that you need 
such extraordinary powers (o maintain the integrity of 
the country. the territorial integrily, and so on. It is not 
so happily. And why do you make the country look as 
if the internal condition is such thal such a measure is 
needed ? Why do you make it look like that ? Why do you 
indirectly defame the country in the outside world just 
because of your partisan interests, just because it suits 
you to hit some Communists and so on? I think they 
are placing the interests of the party, certain prejudices, 
before the interests of the country. (Time Bell). Sir, 
you have rung the bell. Two minutes are there. There- 
fore, I shal) finish in two minutes. Finally, I would 
appeal, if I may make an appeal lo your sense of reason 
that even now there is time to withdraw this Bill. I know 
that the Bill will be supported. The support has been got 
ready. I know that not many people will support it and 
some people just because they belong to a particular 
Party, But I do not think that you should strain your 
party disicipline every time in this manner. I know 
that left to themselves many Congress men would not 
have liked the Bill. The demand for this Bill came from 
the opponents of the foreign policy of the Government 


76 


who are ‘not Government servants or in any way con- 
nected with the Congress organisation or any other orga- 
nisations known for their opposition 10 the general fore- 
ign policy of the Government of India. 

Provided also thal no such report shall be admissible 
as evidence unless the report has been submilted to a 
Magistrale of the first class within twenly-four hours of 
the words so spoken and recorded together with the 


comments on the same by the person who has spoken 
those words.” 


New Clause 2A. 

Sir, I move—That at page 1, afler line 12, the follow- 
ing new Clause be inserted, namely :— 

“2A. Any person, whether public servant or not, 
who makes a distorted. gasbled or otherwise an incorrect 
report or complaint against a citizen of India with a 
view lo incriminating him under Section 2 shall be 
punishable with imprisonment which may extend to 
three months, or with fine, or with both.” 

Clause 3 (Statements, elc. in a notified area prejudicial 
to maintenance of public order etc., therein or 
to safety or security of India and regulation of 
entry of persons in such area.) 

Sir, I move—That at page 1, for the words “safety or 
security of India or in the public interest” the words 
“territorial integrity of India” be substituted. ; 

That at page 1, after line 19, the following proviso be 
inserted, namely :— ; 

“Provided that no such notification shall be made in 
respect of any area within three months immediately 
preceding the polling dates for a general eleclion or bye- 
election to the House of the People, State Legislative 
Assembly or Territorial Council, unless a Board consis- 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CRIMINAL LAW AMEND- 
MENTS BILL TABLED BY SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA. 


( Rajya Sabha Proceeding—3rd May, 1961 ) 


(A large number of amendments lo the bill were labled 

by Shri Gupta. But not a single amendment has been 

aeeepted by the Government. We give below some of 

the important amendments, which are self-explanatory.) 

Clause No. 2—Questioning whe territorial integrity of 
frontiers of India in a manner prejudicial 
to the interests of safety and security of 
Tadia. 

Shri Bhupesh Gupta: Sir, I move: 

That at page 1, line 10, for the words “safety or 
security” the words “territorial inlegrity” be substituted. 

That al page J, line 12, for the word “years” the word 
“months” be substituted. 

That page 1, after line 12, the following provisos be 
inserted, namely.— 

“Provided that no one shall be punished for spoken 
words except on the basis of (i) the complete and exact 
report of all the words so spoken, and of (ii) the prior 
verification of the correclness or otherwise of such 
report by the person who has uttered the words: 

Provided further that no such report shall be admis- 
sible as evidence unless it is taken down openly and at 
the time when the words were actually spoken : 

Provided also that no such report shall be admissible 
as evidence unless, immediately after the recording is 
complete, it is attested and signed by at least five persons 
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one sfat at Page 2, after line 3, the following proviso be 
inserted, namely :— 

“Provided that no peaceful activity in pusuance of 
normal trade unionism or for the improvement of the 
Wages and earnings of the workers, peasants and other 
seclions of the working people or for the advancement 
of the cause of the tribal people and backward commu- 
nities as envisaged in the Costitution or for securing 
adequale supply of foodgrains and other essential neces- 
sities of life or for the provision of betler housing and 
communication shall be deemed prejudicial.” 

That at page 2, after line 3, the following be inserted, 
namely :— 

“(2A) Any person, whether public servant or not, 
lrying to interfere with the normal trade union activities 
in the notified area or in the exercise of the fundamental 
righls of the residents in such area by attempting to take 
recourse to the provisions of this Act, shall be punish- 
able with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
lo three months, or wilh fine, or with both.” 

That at page 2 after line 11, the following proviso be 
inserted, namely: — } 

“Provided that no person who is not a cilizen of India 
and who is known to have interfered in the internal 
affairs of any neighbouring country at any time from the 
Indian soil or has committed other forms or prejudicial 
activities shall be allowed to remain in or enter any 

i area.” fae 
come Power to declare certain publications pe 

feited and to issue search warrants for the 

Sir, I cues That at page 2, efter line 42, the follow- 
ing proviso be inserted, namely :— 
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ting of three Judges of a High Court or the Supreme 
Court, on a special reference by the Government to 
examine the reports aboul the area concerned, comes to 
the conclusion that there are reasonable grounds for 
making such notification: 

Provided further that in all cases where a notification 
under Sub-Section (1) of Section 3 is proposed to be 
issued, the Government under whose jurisdiclion the 
area concerned js situated shall call a meeting of the 
representatives of all political parties in the State or 
the Centrally administered area concerned, as well as of 
all members of Parliament and Slate Legislature or the 
Territorial Council concerned, as the case may be, elec- 
ted [rom the area concermed, at which all relevant 
grounds for issuing the notification shall be explained 
and the opinion of those present shall be sought and 
recorded for consideration by the Government : 

Provided also thal if there is a strong divergence of 
opinion as to the advisability of issuing such a notifica- 
tion, the entire matter shall be referred to the Prime 
Minister of India for final decision and the Prime Minister 
may constitute a fresh enquiry to assess the situation in 
the area concerned and consult the representatives of all 
parties and groups represented in Parliament before 
taking the final decision in the matter.” 

That at page 1, after line 19, the following be inserted 
namely,— 

“1(A). All notification issued under Sub-Section (1) 
of Section 3 shall expire sixty days after the date of the 
issue of such notification.” 

That at page 2, line 3, for the word “years” the word 
“months” be substituted. 


as the Chairman of the Council of S 
i lates and the 
Speaker of the House of the People, at their own instance 


al the request of the Members, may ask for from 
to Lime.” 


_ Short title and eztent. 
I move: That at page 1, after line 6, the folow- 
inserted, namely :— 

It shall expire on the 31st day of October, 1961.” 


CONCLUDING SPEECH BY SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA 
IN THE RAJYA SABHA ON 3RD MAY,—THIRD 
READING OF THE BILL 


Bhupesh Gupta: Just a few words only, Sir. You 
may ask why I get up. I don’t want to trouble you, but 
still I must say that I oppose this motion. You will pass 
it now and so I can only say how you should behave. 
The Government has displayed its: utler Jack of faith in 
themselves by bringing in this legislation. This measure 
js conceived in bad faith and produced in bad faith and 
] fear it will be executed and worked in bad faith. This 
js all I would say. I would say that such a measure was 
unnecessary for the country today. But they have deci- 
ded, for the interets of the party, to have it and they 
must have their way, because they command a brute 
majority in Parliament. And somehow, this time they 
have obtained support from some opposition groups, 
playing up the anti-Communist prejudice. Let it not be 
said that this measure is purely for safeguarding terri- 
torial integrity and so on. The speeches made on the 
floor of the House by some Hon. Members and by the 
Government have made it absolutely clear that this 


“Provided that no action under this Section shall be 
taken unless a Magistrate, after going through the alle- 
ged prejudicial matter contained in the book, newspaper, 
or document, as the case may be, finds that prima facie 
there are reasonable grounds for iaking action under 
this Section, and authorises such aclion being taken.” 

That at page 2, after line 42, the following proviso be 
inserted, namely :— 

“Provided that all powers exercised under Section 4 
shall be reported at the earliest available opportunity to 
the Parliament in the case where the Central Govern- 
ment have exercised the powers, and to the State Legis- 
Jature concerned where a State Governmet have exerci- 
sed such powers for consideration.” 

Clause 5: Application to High Court to set aside order 
of forfeiture, 

Sir, I move: That at page 3,— 

() in line 21, for the words “No order” the words 
“Any order” and for the word “shall” the word "may” be 
substituted; and 

(ii) in lines 22-23, the words “otherwise than in 
accordance with the provisions of this section” be 
deleted. 

That at page 3, lines 22-23, for the words “otherwise 
than in accordance with the provisions of this section” 
the words “except by person or persons aggrieved by 
such order or action” be substituted. 

New Clause 6. 

Sir, | move : That at page 3, after line 23, the fol- 
lowing new Clause be inserted, namely :— 

“§. The Central Government shall place before both 
Houses of Parliament for consideration a quarterly report 
on the working of this Act including such information 


will suffer tomorrow, 
one day judge of su 
judge by how it is 
sure will disclose the mi 

lying the whole scheme of things. 
anything more, I Oppose it. Wh: 


the time of the House. But outside there is a greater 
audience and the greater Parliament, the public of 
India, will judge of things and they shall judge it at 
the time of the general elections. The P.S.P. may say 
so many things and level so many charges against us. I 
may tell them that all their attacks have led to such a 
result that the Parly is getling wound up in the country 
and the Communist Party is gaining strength day to 
day. Traitors do not grow in a glorious and noble 
country. It is an insult to the people to call the Com- 
munisls traitors, when that partly is gaining strength 
every day. It is a serious thing in the scheme of things 
that we have today that a major party like the Commu- 
nist Party of India which is in Parliament should thus 
be abused, attacked, insulted and sought to be called 
“traitor” by the people who need not tell us what patrio- 
lism is. Patriotism is not cosmetic of fashionable ladies 
to be displayed about and used here in Parliament. 
Palriotism is something to be seen and shown among the 
people, the workers, the peasants, the intellectuals, the 
6 2S oa 


measure is politically designed to attack a particular parly 
in the country and all members of that party and all 
movement led by that party, all trade union activities 
and so on. That is quite clear. This is a measure which 
has been brought forward to terrorise and intimidate 
the people by playing on prejudices and chauvinistic 
sentiments of some people. That is quite clear. It is 
also quite clear that they will attempt to blackmail the 
people to toe the line in everything and not to have a 
word of criticism against the Government where even 
fair criticism is called for, because they will be subjected 
to terrorism. Here is a measure, I say again, which 
gives extraordinary powers in the hands of the Police 
officials and the Executive over whom Parliament has 
only national control and no mistake about it. 1 know 
that in the border areas and in other places, this measure 
will be used for the purpose of oppression and it will 
be no consolation for us if at that time some Hon'ble 
Members spoke regretfully over this matter. That is 
what I say. Sir, it will be a shame for us and it will 
be known to the world that country like India which is 
developing its Parliamentary institulions and syslems and 
which is led by such a personality like Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehru who is at the head of the Government, should 
require a measure like those formulaled and promulga- 
ted in Pakistan in the terriorist regimes of Iskander 
Mirza, Ayub Khan and those who preceded them. It will 
be profund shame for everybody. This is what I say. 
Today you may pass it. You have passed it, almost. I 
know it for fact. And I know how it will be used. What 
about the moral prestige of the Government? Its ego 
will be satisfied, but the moral prestige of the Govern- 
ment will suffer seriously because of this measure. It 
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a ae eee. that I have to speak and 1 am sorrier still 
‘arliament today, after thirteen years of inde- 
pendence, have Lo pass such a measure, to tell the world 
that rnless this measure, this precious liltle thing, is 
pessed, Indian independence is not going to be defen- 
ded, national existence will be in jeopardy. I have 
reater faith in our independence and national existence, 
and I know that all people of all parties, progressive and 
¢ rainded people, will cherish it, defend it and 
rotect it. Therefore I have no lack of faith, but it is 
y who display lack of faith. I have no doubt about it. 

It is a matter of deep sorrow and I was very sorry when 
others because of anti-Communism, suupported this 
measure. I do not wish to say anything; many people 
spoke. I have no quarrel with them. Many well mean- 
ing people from the opposite side, people who take a 
+ pro: ¢ sland in other matters, spoke rather strongly 
agains! us. I do not quarrel over that. I judge them as 
a whole. Although I may disagree with them in cer- 
{ain matters and they may disagree with me in regard to 
certain olhers, broadly speaking, of foreign policy, in 
the malter of how the country should behave in the 
world, there is a vast measure of agreement. The field 
of agreement is far greater than the field of disagree- 
ment, It is the area of agreement which is wider than 
the field of disagreement. I draw inspiration and stren- 

from that. 

a only want to submit this thing to the Government. 
Let Shri Lal Bahadur, even if he has not accepted any 
of our amendments, see that this measure is not abused 
by the Police and other officers of the Government. He 
Should see that his partymen and others do not take Te- 
course to this measure with a view to grinding 4 
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middle class and small tradesmen. How is it, even when 
you call us such nenies, the Communist Party is redoub- 
ling its strencth and going ahead to gain the support of 
the people? Have all the people become iraitor-lovers ? 
They need not call us. I don’t call the Congress Party 
traitors, I call them a party of what it is. I do not call 
anybody that wey that they are individuals may be. In- 
duals may be, but they talk in that language. Our 
s of the P.S.P. said, “Mr. Bhupesh Gupta and his 
Let them know this. The P.S.P. has been 
ically liquidating itself because of ils anti-Commu- 
I wish them good luck. Let them go on indulging 
ir anti-Communism but they shall be wiped out 
» other States also. I throw this challenge on the floor 
oi ine House that at least in one State, the State from 
which I come, the P.S.P. will be paid dividends and in- 
ter in the next General Elections. Take it from me. 

I think the time has come to stop this chauvinistic 
jingo of anti-Communist propaganda. I wish you would 
Stop this. You may disagree with me and I may dis- 
agree with you. When the Prime Minister said some- 
thing in the United Nations and called the China-issue a 
‘controversy,’ he was attacked by the Right in the coun- 
try, the Swatantra Party and the P.S.P. They asked as 
to why the Prime Minister had not called it aggression. 
Now you gre feeding the very forces which direct their 
attack even against the Prime Minister. I would ask 
Shri Shastri to ponder over the course of action that he 
has taken. Whatever may be his intention, if this 
course is pursued, whatever the intention of well mean- 
ing Congressmen may be, it will only strengthen the 
forces of internal reaction thet we all want to curb and 
put them in their proper places. 


Political axe against the Communist Party. He should see 
that this measure does not become ammunition in the 
hands of the right reaction who may attack us today, 
will surely attack, as surely as the sun rises in the east, 
all progressive elements in the Congress and even the 
Government whenever it takes a progressive step. That 
is all I wish to say in regard to this. 
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